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TO THE 


SABBAT Hf REST: 


OR, THE 


SOULs PROGRESS 


In the Work of 


REGENERATION. 


Being a brief, experimental D1scouRse, of the 


N EW-BIRT H. 


IN WHICH 


Many of the Serpent's Wiles are detected; the Myſteries of 
the Croſs unavailed; the Death of the Old Man, the 
Life of the New Man; the Angelical Diſpenſation, with 
the Entrance into the Divine, clearly laid open and diſco- 


vered. 


By Mr. THOMAS BROMLEY. 
Formerly of All Souls College in Oxford: 


WY 


John ut. z. 
Except a Man be born again, he cannot ſee the Kingdom of GOD. 


BRIST OL: Reprinted by FELIX FARLEY. 
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ACCOUN T 


LIFE of the AUTHOR. 


R. Thomas Bromley was born at Upton upon 
Severne, in Worceſterſhire, of an ancient and 
honourable Family. He was, in his younger Years, 
religioufly educated ; and after he had gone through 
the Learning of the Schools, became a Member of 
All-SoulPs College in Oxford, where Gop was pleaſed 
to reveal his Son in him, and to make great and glo- 
rious Diſcoveries of Himſelf unto him; and he, in 
Return of this ſpecial Divine Grace and Favour, 
wholly dedicated Himſelf to his Service; and parting 
with all, and denying himſelf, became a faithful Fol- 
lower and Diſciple of his great Lord and Maſter, the 
Holy Jeſus, and a true Miniſter of the Goſpel, not of 
the Letter, but of the Spirit; one that needed not to be 
aſhamed, rightly dividing the Word of Truth. | 

Having for many Years walked with GOD, the 
Lorp was pleaſed (before He took him to Himſelf) 
to exerciſe him with a long continued Weakneſs, 
which yet did not hinder him from exerciſing the 
Functions of an Evangelical Preacher. About three 
Weeks before his Departure, he preach'd his laſt Ser- 
mon from theſe Words, As xiv. 22. the latter Part 
of the Verſe, That we muſt, through much Tribulation, 
enter into the Kingdom of GOD; from whence he took 
2 


[ iv ] 

Occaſion to diſcourſe, not only concerning the Out- 
ward, but more eſpecially concerning the great Irward 
Spiritual Sufferings and Combats of GOD's People. 
After this Sermon, he grew ſo weak, that he could 
not Preach, and but ſeldom Pray in the Family : Yet 
at ſometimes, when he felt the Power of Gop upon 
him, he would have them call'd into his Chamber, 
and would pray with great Fervency and Strength of 
Voice, as it he had been in perfect Health. During 
this time, he was obſerved to be much introverted and 
exerciſed in Mental Prayer, or Prayer of Silencez and 
when he heard too much Talk in his Chamber, he 
would ſay, Be filent, be filent ; for Silence and Stilneſs 
7s beſt. 

THE Day before he died, ſome Friends being come 
ſome Miles to viſit him, he with great Earneſtneſs and 
Demonſtration of Truth, diſcours'd to them of GOD, 
of the Immortality of the Soul, the Excellency of the Holy 
Scriptures, and how much thoſe, who profeſs to believe the 
Chriſtian Doftrines, are bound to live a holy Life; and 
fo gave a ſhort, but powerful Exhortation to Holineſs, as 
the only Way to Happineſs: And then ſaid, I have 
Peace of Conſcience, I have lived up to my Light, and 
loved GOD above all Things. And at another time he 
ſaid, to two intimate Friends, I have Peace of Con- 
ſcience, I have walk*'d with GOD, tho I have made no 
Noiſe in the World. 

The ſame Day he died (which was on Eaſter-Mon- 
day, April 13th. 1691) he often cry'd, Come, Lord Feſus, 
come quickly! Oh! when! when! And one time he 
ſaid, My Lord! my Rock! and my ſtrong Habitation ! 
Which Words came from him with great Power. 
The laſt Words that ever he ſpoke, were, Watch, 
watch; whereupon he fell into a ſweet Slumber for an 
Hour, and in it departed : Thus truly falling aſleep in 
Him, to whom, br whom, and in whom, he had 
lived, to whom be Glory and Praiſe, for ever and ever! 


CHICO 
| Fo AN 


ADVERTISEMENT 


FROM THE 


AUTH O R, 


To all that ſhall read this following Discourse. 


e 
— 


1 Have written this Experimental Diſcourſe of the New- 
Birth, not for the Wiſe and Rich, who think they ſee 
and enjoy enough, but for the Poor in Spirit, who enquir- 
ing the Way to Sion, are ſenſible of their Defecis, and 
breathe after a Supply. Let none then come with Prejudice, 
for that will give a falſe Tindture to the Eye of the Mind, 
and prevent the Sight of Truth, by a Prepoſſeſion that it 
is Error. If any have attained, and enjoy as much, or 
more than is here expreſſed, let them bleſs Gop for his 
Goodneſs, both to themſelves and me : If not, let them not 
be aſhamed to learn and practice more than they have al- 
ready; for, Teach a wiſe Man, and he will be yet 
| wiſer, Prov. ix. 9. And it is no diminiſhing of Eſteem, 
to grow in true Knowledge, or Diſparagement of Age, to 
gain Wiſdom from thoſe that are young; becauſe true Mi 
dom is the Gift of Gop, who is no Reſpetter of Perſons, 
beſkowing his Gifts on whom He pleaſeth. But think not 
1 have here chalked out a Way for every one to walk in : 
for have only wrote my own Experience: And I know 
there may be great Variety in Gob's Works upon Souls; ſo 
that none are to be confined to one exact Path, though all 
are to be informed, That we muſt turn, and become as lit- 
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The Author to the Reader. 


tle Children, and be wholly dead with Chriſt, before we 
can be as the Angels in the Reſurrefion, delighting our - 
ſelves in the Light and Life of Eternity: Therefore the 


perfect Death ſhould be aimed at by all, for nothing leſs can 


fit us for Clory. For, how can any Imperfettion enter 
there, where is nothing but Perfection? or any Thing of 
Derkne/s cell with Him, who is Light, and in whom 
there is no Darkneſs at all? It is true, many (from miſtak- 
ing that Principle, of Gop's being the Root of all Things) 
have endeavoured to reconcile Light and Darkneſs, Good 
and Evil, Fleſh and Spirit, Chriſt and Belial; and ſo to 
laugh all Mortification and Self-denial out of the Church. 

But alas] What have the Pratlices and Notions of ſuch 
ended in, but Shame and Confuſion of Face ? For they have 
ſowed to the Wind, and reaed the Whirl-wind, graſped 
at an imaginary Heaven and Perfection; but have fallen 
like Lucifer, into Hell, and paly, ible Dori neſs, having 


like fooliſh Virgins, ſpent their Oyl, and received Poyſon 


into their Lamps, end ſo made then ſelves unfit to meet and 


entertain the Bridegroom. Others there are who come 


forth in ſuch ou:ward Striftneſs and Severity, as they are 
reedy to judge all that are not in their peculiar Mode and 
Form, and fo refuſe Communion with ſome, who have at- 


zained much further in the true Death aud Reſurrection 


(and are more acquainted with the Renewal of Goy's 
Image, and the State of Reſtoration) than themſelves. And 
there be many others, «who though not owning the firſt 
Sort, and much diſtinguiſbing the laſt, yet give themſelves 


too much to earthly Indi Emmanto, under the Notion of 
Chriſtian Liberty, and ſo make no real Progreſs in the 


Change of their Souls. Some of which are cheated with 


falſe Notions of their Being in Chriſt ; and others of them 


with ſublime Appreben/ions of falſe imaginary Deaths, and 


Ways of Self-denial, which they much feed upen, inſtead 


of that Death and Croſs, which ſhould work their Spirits 


and Natures out of Fleſh into the true ſpirited Divine 


Image. There are another Sort, who are too much of. 


ended ot Forms, and all uſual Ways of enjoying, ang 
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ſpeaking of Gop, decrying them as Cheats and. empty 


Things, though they be uſed never ſo ſpiritually and oy 
wantagiouſly to thoſe that appear in them, which is a great 
Miſtake, flowing from Ignorance, and the Want of a clear 
Sight, which could not ſo confine the great and infinite 

EHOVAH within the Limits of no Forms, and exclude 
Him from appearing and working in and through Forms; 
being it is at his own Pleaſure, to ſhew Himſelf how and 
in what He pleaſeth. But laſtly, a great Part of thoſe 
that profeſs Religion, are ſuch who reſt too much upon the 


firſt. Work of Regeneration, and too much eye their firſt 


Change, afterwards running in a Circle of Duties and 
Performances, without making that Progreſs and Growth 
toward Perfection, which the frequent Exhortations and 
Examples of the Holy Scriptures call aud incite us to. Now 
the Work of Regeneration, renewing both the Will and 
Underſtanding, will bring thoſe who perſevere in it, ta a 
clear Sight of the forementioned Miſtakes ; by which they 
wvill be able to diſcern betwixt Light and Darkneſs (Chaſf 
and Wheat ) and come to own the good Seed in all; and 


endeavour by walking according to the royal Law of Love 
and Charity, to cheriſh it. Now this Law of Love, is 


the Rule of Perfection, being the Scope aud End of a Chri- 


ſtian's Progreſs; a true Conformity to which makes us 
like God, who is Love, and delights to impreſs his own 


eternal Character of Love upon his Children, who are 
nearer to, or farther from Perfection, as they partake more 
9 leſs of this eſſential Love, which. is the Spirit and Life 


F Chriſtianity; without cbicb, all Duties and Obſer- 


vances are but as ſounding Braſs, and periſhing Shadows : 

In which, all have their Worth and Uſe. From the Dic- 
ates and Impulſes of this Law, T have written this ſmall 
Difcourſe, as believing it may be inſtrumental to undeceive 
many, who are wandering in the Labyrinths of Error, yet 


ſeek the true May: And to confirm, ſtrengthen and direct 


others, who are making their Way through the Croſs to 
the Crown of Life. And truly this Subject is of great Con- 
cernment to all, vecauſe all are capable of the New-Birth 
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The Author r the Reader. 
and none without it can ever be happy. To miſtake this 


Work is very dangerous, becauſe it is the Paſſage to 
eternal Reſt. The higheſt Heaven is ſituate in the large 


Plains of Eternity; yet the Way to it is very narrow. At © 


the Entrance, the ſharp Sword of Circumciſion is placed. 
On the Left-Hand there is a Gulph of Fire, on the Right- 
Hand à deep Water; at the End there ſtands a Cherubim 
with a flaming Sword, whoſe Office is to cut off the Reliques 
of all Corruption from the Soul; ſo that the leaſt Grain of 
Selfiſhneſs or Fleſh, cannot enter into the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven. The Spirit of Man is totally to be inhabited by Chriſt : 
There is not one Weed to be left there. We are to be ſtript 
of all the Riches of corrupt Nature, before we can paſs 
through the laſt Gate into the City. Anaked Spirit quickly 
enters, Hence that of Chriſt, Bleſſed be the Poor in Spi- 
rit, for theirs is the Kingdom of Gop. An empty Spirit 
Gop will fill, For Gop is Love, and delights (through his 


Son) to communicate of his own Fulneſs, to all that can re- 


ceive it. The Soul cannot be emptyed, but through Rege- 
neration; nor filled, if not firſt emptyed. We part with 
Darkneſs, Vanity, and Luſt , we receive Light, Suſte- 
nance, and Love. A complete Exchange brings complete 
Happineſs. How few are willing to ſell all forChriſt ? How 


many Diſtinfions are created by Reaſon, to avoid the Croſs 


and Death of Chriſt ? But it is very dangerous to take up 


ſuch Principles, that may indulge any Part of that which 


muft be deftroyed. It may make us fall ſhort of Heaven, 
cohen we expett to enter into it. Tis far more ſafe to be 
too ſtrict than too remiſs : But the mean is beſt , which (I 
believe) is here ſomewhat clearly diſcovered. 


T. BROMLE . 


rr 


TO THE 


SABBATH of REST: 


OR, THE 


Soul's Progreſs in the Nzw - BIRT B. 


I. KN Egeueration is abſolutely neceſſary to Sal- 
vation, John iii. 3. Hence it greatly 
concerns us, to know its Nature and Ope- 

N ration; how it is to be conſidered, either 
in it's Initiation, Progreſs, or Conſummation. As it 
is taken for the Beginning of the Work, it implies that 
firſt Change of the Soul, when in general the Frame 


of the Will is ſwayed Gop and Heaven-ward. In its 


Progreſs, tis the Growth and Motion of the Soul, 
from the Image of the Earthly toward the Image of 
the Heavenly. In its Ed, it is the bringing forth of 


the perfect and complete Image of Gop in our Huma- 


nity, 1 Cor. xv. 49. When we attain this, we are 
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6 The Way to the Sabbath of Reſt. 


completely in Chriſt, wholly new-born, 2 Cor. v. 17. 
and made fit to ſee and enjoy that eternal Kingdom, 
which hath been prepared for us from the Beginning 
of the World. 5 

Regeneration, then, in its full Latitude, compre- 
hends all three States, and may be thus defined: It zs 
that transforming, quickning Work of God's Spirit, which 
begins, carries on, and compleats God's Image in us. 
And ſo it is taken by Chrift, Matth. xix. 28. where 
he promiſeth twelve Thrones to his twelve Diſciples, 
as Rewards for their Faithfulneſs in following him in 


the Regeneration; where it is expreſſed by an emphati- 


cal Note, inſinuating the Fulneſs and Completeneſs 
of it, as there meant. But in the ordinary Accepta- 
tion amongſt Profeſſing Chriſtians, *tis uſed in the 
molt reſtrained Senſe, for the firſt Change of the Soul, 
when the Bent of the Heart begins to be habitually 
carried toward God in Chriſt. And by what I have 
heard and ſeen, from moſt I have converſed with, I 
find too much Weight laid upon this firſt Work, as 


though it were the complete New-Birth, and that 


which might give ſufficient Ground of Comfort, even 
to thoſe who feel not the comfortable Growth of the 
inward Man in its Motion towards Perfection. Hence 
many reſt upon their firſt ſuppoſed Converſion, and 
have a cominual Eye to it, as a great Prop to their 
Souls, though they feel their Chariot-Wheels ſtand 
ſtill, yea, go backward, and are in much more Dead- 
neſs and Drowſineſs of Spirit habitually, than when 
they firſt entred into the Work of the New-Birth. 
But certainly, this is dangerous, Ezek. xvii. 24. and 
may much deceive the Spirits of many, by making 
them more eye what they were, than what they are, 


or may be, by preſſing toward the Mark of perfect 


Union; for it ſtops their Motion, and hinders their 
Aſcent toward Heayen, and their conſtant practiſing 


* Foreſeeing Matthias to be Surrogated into the Place of Judas, 
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| Contormity to the Death of Chriſt; by which Death 
only, we paſs out of the Fall, are fitted for Glory, 
and at length attain the Crown of Life, Rev. ii. x. 


II. Having briefly ſhewed what I mean by Regene- 
ration, I ſhall now proceed to its actual Work, as it 
gradually diſcovers itſelf in the Soul. The firſt Ap- 
pearance of it in the Heart is by * Conviction, 
through which the Soul comes to ſee its Corruption 
in the Darkneſs of the Underſtanding, the Vanity of 
Imagination, the Deluſion of the Will (in embracing 
defiled, carnal Objects) and the irregular Motions of 
the Affections, running Earthward, like ſwift Tor- 
rents down a Precipice. In a Word, the Light of 
Gop ſhining into the Soul, gives it a View of its ſad 
> Apoſtacy from its Primitive State, when it was 
created in the Image of Gop ; whereas now it ſees it- 
lelf in the Image of the Serpent, beſpattered with the 
Duſt of the Earth, cloathed with polluted Rags, 
wrapt up in Darkneſs and helliſh Confuſion, ſtained 
with the Poiſon of Sin, centred in the Fire of Gop's 
Wrath, dwelling in the Valley of the Shadow of 
Death, where Devils are its Aſſociates and Compa- 
nions, pleaſing themſelves in the Pollutions and Stains 
of the Soul, as delighting to dwell in ſuch « Graves 
of Corruption. Now when the Soul once beholds 
this, Oh how it begins to be amazed! How it won- 
ders at itſelf ! What Tumults begin to be raiſed in it! 
What Earthquakes diſcover themſelves | What a Mon- 
ſter it appears to itſelf, when compared to the Righ- 
teouſneſs, Holineſs, and Purity of Gop, expreſſed in 
the Image of His Law! It ſees 'tis impoſſible in this 
State, ever to enjoy Gop, or come near Him; for 
. without Holineſs * na Man can fee the Lord. Here it 
fees tis eternally undone, without the great Mercy 
and Compaſſion of Gop, not being able to anſwer 
the. ſtrict Requirings of the Law, obliging to that 

Adds ii. 37. Ecclef. vii. 29. Epheſ. ii. 3. 
* Luke vii, 27. * Heb. xii, 14. Rom. ii. 19. 
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which the Soul is not capable to perform, through 
the Preſence and Strength of Corruption. Here the 
Soul is driven to Chriſt, the only Mediator betwixt 
Gop and Man, who long waited for this Time, that 
ſo He might diſcover himſelf, having long ſtood in 
the Midſt of it 2 unknown and unregarded ; who, 
upon the melting of the Soul into Tears of Repent- 
ance, upon the renouncing Fleſh and Blood, with all 
corrupt Objects, and upon the opening of the Will 


(in the Thirſt and Deſire of Faith) enters“ into the 


Heart, or rather ſhews himſelf to be there, by oppo- 
ſing Hell, by ſhedding abroad his holy Blood, to 
quench the Fire of Gop's Wrath, and waſh i the 
Soul from thoſe ſad Defilements it then lies under : 
Here He quiets the Soul, gives the Wings of Faith 
to it, by which it flies above the Reach of deſpairing 
Fears, and by little and little enters into Peace and 
Stilneſs, and ſhrouds itſelf, in ſome Meaſure, from 
the awakened and impending Storms of wrath- 
ful Terror. Now, ſo far as the Soul can get by 
Faith into Chrift, fo far it finds Eaſe, Retrethment 
and Peace, and a Ceſſation from the Senſe of Guilt, 
with cheriſhing Belief of the preſent Pardon of Sin, 
as finding, at ſuch a Time, no Stirring of the Will to 
that which had fo endanger'd it before, by its poiſon- 


ous Infinuations. Now, therefore, beginning to hate 


Evil as a Monſter, and to love Chriſt as a Saviour, it 
feels the Effects of Cbriſt's Medifation, by ſatisfying 
Gov's Juſtice, taking away the Enmity in the“ Soul, 
by the Blood of his Crofs, by the Meltings of Love 
which it feels towards Gop, and ſweet Refreſhments 
it receives from Him. Now it comes to be ſenſible, 
how it hath reſiſted Gop's Love, Chriſt's Mercy, the 
Spirit's Motions ; how it hath given the Devil Intereft 
in Chrifs Tabernacle, and ſhut Him out from his 
=» own Poſſeſſion. Hence flow Tears of Love, and 

s Joh. i. 26. d Rev. . 20. 1 Joh. I. 7. 

* Rom. v. 10. m 1 Cor. vi. 20. 
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Soul-melting Groans, with the Mournings of the 
Turtle: Now it embraces Jeſus, weeps over him 
whom it hath pierced, and is wounded the more, the 
kinder He ſeems in Returns of Love, in Regard He 
was before ſo much diſobliged by the SouPs Unkind- 
neſs; now the Soul wants Ways of expreſſing Love 
n overwhelnged with the Senſe of Goodneſs. In this 
State it could die ten thouſand Deaths; undergo any- 
thing in Requital to its Saviour; all its Motions and 
Expreſſions tend to advance Chriſt, to extol Him, 
and » predicate his unutterable Love, thinking no- 
thing enough for Him, who thought not his own 


SO 
Life too much for it. 


III. Warren the Soul, after its Shakings, attains 
this Settlement in Chris Love, freely ſtreaming to- 
wards it, uſually *tis much carried out in the Sight 
and Opening of Free-Grace, which, for a Time, 
{ſtrongly work upon it, and induce it to yield ſuitable 
Returns, in conſtant Obedience. And this is com- 
monly a Seaſon of much Joy and Retreſhment; the 
Soul feeling that ſenſible Conſolation, and divine 
Sweetneſs, that cauſes it to break forth into continual 
Praiſes and Halelufab's to Gop. Now, as this flows 
from the lively Appreh-nſion of Gop's Love in Chriſt, 
ſo likewiſe from the clear Sight of Chriſt in us, and 
of that myſtical, tranſcendent Union betwixt Him 
and the inward Man, » the Soul now beholding Him 
in the Ground and Centre of her own pure Humanity 
(there thence darting forth the Rays of Love upon 
her,) whom before ſhe look'd upon, as at a Diſtance, 
without her, as only fitting at the Right Hand of Gop 
in Heaven. Now, whilſt this Diſpenſation laſts, the 


"Soul is in a 4 perpetual Spring, .and a Kind of de- 


lightful Paradiſe, bathing and delighting itſelf in the 
B 


a Cant. 1 aan 1. 4+ p Coloſ. ii. 27. 
* Cant. 1; 4; It, 13. 
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ſweet * Fruition of Chriſt's Love, who, in this Time, 
expreſſeth much Kindneſs to it, and gives frequent 
Teſtimonies of his Divine Preſence: But this Day ſel- 
dom continues very long; and this Summer, by little 
and little, uſually inclines toward an Autumn, in which 
the Flowers of ſenſible Comfort, and Love-Raptures, 
begin a little to wither, and benumbing Fleſh again 
ſhews its Power, in ſecret (almoſt inſenſible) Dullings 
of the Soul's Affection, till by little and little, it comes 
to a ſenſible Deadneſs, which is the more tedious 
and burdenſome, the more the former Diſpenſation was 
pleaſant and joyous. Now what may be the Reaſon of 
this declining in the Soul's Enjoyments, I ſhall not 
poſitively determine, for it may proceed from different 
Cauſes, in different Perſons: In ſome it may flow 
from the Want of Watchfulneſs over their Hearts; 
through the great Elevations of Free Grace, in which 
Time the Fleſh, by little and little, may collect 
Strength ; Gifts then being more eyed than Graces : 
It may alſo flow from the Decay of the Soul's lively 
Apprehenſions of Gop's Love, which it felt in freeing 
it from the Poiſon and Guilt of Sin, when it groaned 
ſadly under them; for ſo long as the ſtrong * Im- 
preſſions of that State remained, God's Mercy emi- 
nently diſcovered, forced the Soul into ſuitable Melt- 
ings at the Sight of it; but theſe ſomewhat vaniſhin 

in Time, the Effects, likewiſe, might ceaſe by little 
and little : It may alſo come from want of practiſing 
the Way of the Croſs, through our Miſapprehenſions 
of being dead, when we are not; or accidentally 
through the ſenſible Overflowings of new Comforts, 


Which may carry the Soul out of that watchtul Exerciſe 


of the Croſs, which, at ſuch a Time, is moſt needful. 
But whatever is the Cauſe of it, the Soul ought to 
enter into a ſtrict Examination of itfelt, to ſift every 
Corner of its inward Chambers, and to pray for a 
clearer Light to view all ſubtil Corruptions, that may 


Cant. i. 2. Rey, iü. 1. Rev. W. 2. 1 Jon. iv. 19. 
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Wit and hinder its Progreſs, and make it ſet up a 
Standard, as though all were done. Oh! *tis dange- 
rous ſticking here, and reſting upon former Changes; 
for this tends to the indulging of ſpiritual Drowſineſs 
and Stupidity, and may bring the Soul in Danger of 
loſing “ its former Works, by preſent Idleneſs and 
Relapſes; for Gop looks not at what we were, but 
what we are; our preſent State making us either ca- 


pable of Gop's out-flowing Love, or obnoxious to his 


chaſtiſing Juſtice. |. 


IV. Many Souls ſtick long in this Condition, be- 
fore they make a new Advance towards Perfection, 
uſually much reflecting upon their former Work of 
Converſion, as the chief Baſis of their Comforts : 
And though ſometimes they look forward, and defire 
* Growth, yet that Deſire of Growth is ſo weak, 
that it terminates in itſelf ſhort of effectual Accomp- 
liſnment; and though they ſometimes begin, yet 
their Endeavours are v nipt in their firſt Bloſſom- 
mg, and they themſelves caſt back into wonted Dead- 
neſs, and ſo they come to run in a Circle, without 
getting Ground of their Corruptions. And I confeſs, 
1 was long detained in this State, without any clear 
ns ge Progreſs towards Eternity: And though 1 
grew much in Knowledge and myſtical Notions of the 
Life, Death, Reſurrection, and Aſcenfion of Chriſt, 
and of our Conformity to his Example, yet not in 
the Power of his Croſs and Death, working the fame 
in my Nature. But afterward I came to a clearer 
Sight of the Narrow Way which leads to Life Eternal, 
and of the Neceflity of our exact Conformity to 
Chriſt's Sufferings and Death, to bring us unto His 


Life and Reſurrection; and that every Degree of 


Life, muſt come through a Degree of Death, and the 
New Man = ſpring up by the continual Decay of 


2 Joh. wer. 8. x Ifaiah i. 19. 1 Gal. v. 7. 
* 2 Tim. ii. 11. Rom. viii. 13. 
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the Old. And though I ſaw this before, yet not fo 
diſtinctly and effectually as now, here, likewiſe, I 
was more powerfully convinced of the v Straitneſs 
of the Pilgrims Path, which leads through the viſible 
and inviſible Worlds, into the third Heaven every 
Step being to be made through Death and Reſigna- 
tion; and that the Soul could not attain perfect Bliſs, 
but chrough a Death to © all Things, which it came 
to love througl the Fall : For as the Soul entred into 
Selfiſhneſs, ſo it muſt come out of it, caſting away 
all that Cloathing it is covered with, through Luft : 

And as it deſcended from Paradiſe into the Spirit of 
the World, and the Kingdom of the Devil, ſo it mult 
re-aſcend out of the Spirit of the World, and the 
Kingdom of the Dragon, through the Root * of 
fallen Nature, into the Boſom of Abraham. Here !] 
ſaw what a real Progreſs the Soul muſt make from 
the External into the Internal, from thence into the 
Eternal: And as it deſcended, ſo it muſt aſcend; and 
as it fell by a gradual Change of the Will, into Luſt 
and Earthlineſs, fo it muſt riſe by © a gradual re- 
newing of the Soul, from Luſt into Divine Love. 
Here I ſaw nothing without us could advantage, but 
as it was apply'd, to make a real Change within; for 
except we turn, and become as Children, we can- 
not enter into the Kingdom of Gop : It muſt be by a 
Tranſmutation and Metamorphoſis of the Soul, from 
the Image of the Earthly, into that of the Heavenly. 
Nothing can aſcend into Heaven, but that which 


came from Heaven, even the true * Image of Gon; 


the Earthly being predeſtinated to Deſtruction: For 
Earth it is, and unto Earth it muſt return. Now the 
Motion of the Soul, through the Gate of Death, to- 
wards Life Eternal, is the Motion of a Spirit, which 


d Mat. vii. 13. Luke xiv. 33. * 1 Pet. ii. 21, 1 Cor. xv. 49. 

Mat. xviii. 3. * I exclude not the Soul, nor the Reſurrection 
Body, for they both (veſted with this Image) ſhall arrive at Im- 
mortality, and poſſeſs Heaven, 1 75% iv. 17. 
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is to be looked upon as aſcending or deſcending, as it 
comes nearer, or removes further, from Gop the 
Center, as Bodies aſcend or deſcend, in Relation to 
their Center, by their tending toward, or fromward, 
the viſible Heavens: Upward, therefore, to a Soul, 
is Inward; Outward, is Downward. The Center is 
the higheſt, the Circumference the loweſt. Gop is in 
the Center, being moſt Inward; Matter in the Cir- 
cumference, being moſt Outward, yet Gor is in 
the Qutward, as his Foot-ſtool, but in the moſt In- 
ward, as his Throne; filling both, though in both, 
not manifeſt alike. In the Inmoſt, He ſhews Him- 
ſelf wholly in the Love; in the Outmoſt, in Love 
and Wrath, Life and Death, Generation and Corrup- 
tion: But in the Inward dark World, altogether in 
Death, Darkneſs, and Wrath; as in the Inmoit, all 
in Light and Life: Therefore, our Progreſs is from 
the Outward, through the Inward, to the Inmoſt. The 
Ourward is the Place of Good and Evil; and, as to 
its corrupt State, the Kingdom of the Beaſt. The 
Inward is two-fold, either the Dark or Light World: 
The Dark, is the Kingdom of the Dragon, the Cen- 
ter of Evil and Wrath; the Light World is the para- 
difical Sphere, or that Garden of Eden, which is fitu- 
ate, alſo, in its Meſopotamia, or betwixt the two great 
Rivers of Wrath and Love; the firſt of which is cal- 
led (in Revelation xix. 20.) The Lake of Fire, burning 
23th Brimſtone; the laſt, in Rev. 22. A pure River of 
Water of Life, clear as Chryſtal, which proceeds ont of 
the Throne of GOD, and of the Lamb. The Inmaſt is 
the eternal Sanctuary, or the true eternal Tabernacle 
of Gon, and that ſpiritual Land of Peace, where 
Avraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, and all the glorified, de- 
parted Saints, live and inhabit. But none can ever 
reach this, but through the perfect Death; and, as 
we die daily, ſo we riſe ncarer and nearer it, Death 
giving us a grfduual Paſſage towards this cternal King- 
dom of Life. 


* Iſaiah lxvi. 1. 
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V. Tur Soul having arrived ſo far, as to ſee the 


Neceſſity of a complete Death, and of a perfect Con- 


formity to the Croſs of Chriſt, and diſcovering much 
Selfiſhneſs which before it ſaw not, as Matter of this 
Death and Croſs, begins afreſh the ſerious Practice of 
the Croſs, with great Earneſtneſs and Refolution of 
Spirit, to indulge * nothing that ſtands betwixt it and 
Gop. Now it enters upon a ſtrict Enquiry into its 
own Heart, ſearching its own Jeruſalem with the Can- 
dle of the Loxp, that fo all Selfiſhneſs may be diſco- 
vered and extirpated; and now it finds, that although 
(before this Diſpenſation) the chief Bent of the Will 
taclined habitually toward the Good, yet it was not 
ſtrong enough to bear down that Oppoſition of Fleſh 
that hindred its conſtant Aſcent toward Heaven, and 
had therefore Need of a new Alarm from thence to 
awaken it, and raiſe it from that Bed of Drowſineſs, 
and arm it with Power and Reſolution to caſt out the 
* Relicks of the Fleſh, and Corruption, and defend 
icſelf aziint the Aſſaults of the Devil, who having 
long poſſeſſed the unregenerate Part of the Heart, is 
loath to quit his Hold, leſt the Soul ſhould get wholly 
out of his Kingdom and Reach. At this Remove 
therefore the Spirits of Darkneſs ! exceedingly oppoſe 


and uſe all their Art and Strength to betray and wea- 


ken the Soul's Endeavours. Here then begins a new 
and great War in the Soul between the Seed of the 
Woman and the Serpent. Michael and his Angels fight 
againft the Dragon and his Angels; Chrift and Anti- 
Chriſt ſtrongly oppoſe each other. The Wrath and 
Love bring torth their mighty Wonders, being both 
ſtirred and awakened afreſh in the Soul. But the Soul 
being now ſenſible of ns preſent State, and ſeeing that 
there's no Safety where the Devils have ſuch Acceſs 
and Influence, finks down into the Mercy and Love 


Phil. iii. 8. * 1 Cer. v. 7. Rev. xii. 7. 
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of Gop, and flies to the Croſs, imbracing and delight 
ing in it; that ſo the = Blood of the Croſs may be thed 
into it, to cleanſe it throughout, and to take away thoſe 
Stains, which are the Devil's Manſions. And here it 
clearly finds, there's no Way of triumphing over the 
Prince of Death, but through Death; ſo » it dies daily 
to that the Evil One lives in, and lives to that which 
is Death to Sin. In this Way, there may much Diſ- 
couragement ſometimes ſeize on the Soul, through the 
Strength of Satan's Working and the Reluctancy of 
Fleſh; and the Outward Man, which is loath to ſub- 
ject his Neck to the ſharp Axe of Death. But this 
Bitterneſs is recompenced with that Refreſhment the 
Soul finds in its Conſtancy of Selt-denial, which is at- 
rended with many Glances of Divine Comfort dartin 


in upon the Soul to encourage it, and though it ſhould 


for a while, remain in this Progreſs, which is bitter 
to the Fleth, without any ſenhible Comfort (which 
may well be, through that great Oppoſition the Dra- 

on will make at this Remove of the Soul; ) yet when 
Patience hath had its Work, and the Soul is come to 
be wrapt up in Contentation and Paſſiv eneſs, as to any 
Change of its Condition, and ſo fitted for Enlargement, 
the Showers of Gop's Love will ſeaſonably and | for cctly 
deſcend to the Strength and bleſſed Support of the 
Heart; fo that it will be forced to cry out, I- is good 
that a Man ſhould both hope and quietly wait for the Sal- 
vation of the Lord: And what the Spirit ſometimes 
now enjoys, ſo {weetens the Croſs that it cannot but 
thus break forth: 


Why ſbould the Soul reſuſe that Gras 
That Gold returns fad of Dreſs? 


Why ſbould it fear that ptercing Nail, 
Wick rends away the jiefhly Vail? 


Aud gives a Proſpect of that Place, 
Winch Time and Age cannot deface. 


* 1 John 1,7. Rom. vi. 8. 
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VI By this Time the Soul begins to delight in the 
Habit of e ſtrong Selt-denial, and watches diligently 
over its ſelf, to diſcover whatever is to be ſlain upon 
the Croſs of Gop's pure Will: and now it begins to 
be aſhamed of all Paſſions and Aﬀections that flow 
from the Animal Man; and therefore much reſtrains 
it, and keeps it in Subjection to the Angelical; which 
is according to that Order Gop Himſelf ſet at the Be- 
ginning. Now it likewiſe ſees how the Animal Mor- 
tal Part (with its Motions and Paſſions) is too much 
imbraced by moſt; few underſtanding how it was in 
the Beginning; or how it is to be changed, and again 
ſubjected to the Angelical Part, in the Children of the 
Reſurrection: But the Soul having now ſome Sight 
and Enjoyment of the inward Spiritual Body, raifed 
from the Dead, is much aſhamed of the outward Body, 
which ſtands in the Curſe, under awakened Wrath; 
ſeeing what Temptation Spirits are expoſed to, by 
Union with this, which ſhould continually be under 
the Law of Mortification, *till its Change; leſt through 
its Earthly Inclination, it ſhould infect the Intellect 
(and draw the Immortal Soul into Defilement) which 
now dares not hearken to the Allurements of the ſen- 
ſitive Spirit, which as tempting Eve oft preſents the 
Apples of Mortality, as thoſe which are pleaſing .to 
the Eye, and good for Food. But through the Re- 
newal of the Spiritual Body, with its © five Faculties, 
or Powers; (anſwering to the five Senſes of the Ex- 
ternal Body) the Objects and Pleaſure of the Outward 
begin to be forgot, and to diſpleaſe, inſtead of alluring 
and aſſecting the Heart, For by the Exerciſe of the 


Internal Senſes, we ſee Spiritual Objects, as the Internal 


Light-World, Viſions of Angels, and Viſtons of Re- 
preſentation. In this State we likewiſe hear the Songs, 
Voices, and Harmony of Angels, with the Harpers 
upon Mount Sin, who there continually praiſe the 
Lonb: We ſimcll the Pertumes of Chriſt's Garments, 


2 1 Cor; ix. 27; r Heb. v. 14. 
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and are oft entertained with Paradiſical Odours. We 
touch and feel the powerful Fincture of Chriſt's Body 
which many Times ſtrongly aſtects the Heart with pow- 
erful Delight: We alſo oft taſte the Heavenly Manna, 
and thoſe Dews of Paradiſe which are {weeter than Hon- 
ey, to that Part which receives them. I could here more 
largely particularize the ſeveral Objects, Delights, and 
Enjoyments of the 7#ward Spiritual Senſes; but becauſe 
there may be great · Variety, according to the different 
Gifts and Capacities of ſeveral Perſons; and in Regard 
ſome (for ought I know) may paſs far in the Progreſs 
of the New Birth, without a particular Knowledge of 
thoſe Enjoyments; I ſhall not inftance in many Parti- 
culars, I could; nor fet down my own (with fome others) 
peculiar, and various Experiences. Yet in general, I 
cannot but affirm, that the unlocking the Senſes of the 
znward Man, is a great Privilege: And that the Soul 
by it attains many great Supports and Refreſhments to 
uphold it, and give it Encouragement to hold out to 
the End. For truly, this Communion it lives in now 
with the © Angels of Gop, and other Divine Objects, 
continually minds it of Heaven, and Paradiſe; and 


exceedingly draws the Heart from all that is in the. 


World, where Death and Corruption is wrote upon 
every Thing; And the Dragon and Beaſts bring forth 
their various Wonders: But in this State the Soul bleſ- 
ſeth Gop for that Conſtancy He afforded under the 
Croſs; and for that Death it hath undergone, in Re- 
ſignation to his Will, which hath proved a Paſſage in- 
to this Life; in which the Soul beholds the Opening of 
a » New World, with its glorious Hoſts : And begins 
to feel the Sweetneſs of the Angelical Life, and to ſee 
what we fell from by deſcending into the Spirit of Mor- 
tality, and the ſenſitive Natur: Now this State cannot 
be attained but by a Death to that which was the chief 
Ingagement of the Soul to the World, and the primary 
„ Cor: Wi ... Heh. i. 48. » 2 Kings vi. 17. 
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Chain that hinder'd its gradual Aſcent towards Gop, 
And we may find there is ſomething in every one, 
which is the * Soul's Dalilah, that ſhaves its Locks 
and betrays its Strength; and whilſt this remains, it 
cannot effectually grow in the Love of Gop, and Con- 
formity to Chriſt's Death. But when this ſubtle Harlot 
comes to be diſcovered and killed, the Soul flies apace, 
and very ſwiftly to Eternity; for when this Wheel is 
taken away, the ſmaller that depended on it, loſe their 
Strength and Motion, and fo ceaſe with it; giving Free- 
dom to the Soul, of tending towards its true Center; 
which (having regained this Liberty, and attained in. 
ſome Meaſure the Reſtoration of the Holy Powers of 


Senſation) ſings a Song of Praiſe to Gop, in this Man- 
ner. 


Bleſt be that Power, which hath that Idol broke, 

Which did ſo long depreſs me with her Yoke! 

Blejt be that Hand which hath reſtor'd to me 

An Eye, within this World, a World to ſee! 

Where Angels and bleſt Spirits freely move 

As they are atted by the Laws of Love; 
hence they a Viſit * ſometimes deign to give 

To thoſe imbodied Souls that purely live. 


VII. The Soul having now attained to the Death of 
that which ſo long hindered its growth in the Pure 
Life (and to the Enjoyments of thoſe Spiritual Objects, 
which exceedingly refreſh and quicken the Heart, in 
the Midſt of all Diſcouragements) proceeds cheartully 

in the ſtrait Way of Reſignation; offering up its Sin- 
Offering daily as a Sacrifice to the Father's Juſtice. For 
now the Daily Oblation 1s reſtored in the Holy Place, 
which muſt continue *till the Death of Sin, and the 
rending away the Vail of = Fleſh from before the moſt 
Holy: Now therefore the Circumciſing Knife of Gop's 


Heb. Xii. i. Gen. ii . . 1 Rev.» 6 
„ Heb. x. 20. 
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Power conſtantly cuts off the Fleſhly Part, which is 
offered up in the Fire of Juſtice and conſumed before 
the Lok p: Now the Soul that dies it muſt reſiſt to Blood, 
that is, to the * Death of the Body of Sin, which is 
wholly to be ſeparated from the Spirit, with all its 
Members: For this is that falſe Covering it hath wrap- 
ped it ſelf in, through the Fall, inſtead of that naked 


Innocency in which there was no Uncomlineſs, and 


therefore » no Shame: Except therefore this Fore-ſkin 
of the Fleſh be cut off, the Angelical Robe cannot be 
put on, and as that falls off, this is aſſumed; increa- 
{ing as that decays: for, they cannot both riſe and fall 
together, for while the outward Man decays, the in- 
ward Man is renewed Day by Day. Here it clearly 
appears, we mult forſake all we have; otherwiſe we 
cannotwede Chriſt's © Diſciples: All Objects of our Car- 
nal Affections, all Complacency in Fleſhly Things; 
all Propriety of Will, which aſſuredly came through 
the Fall, and the Soul's Departing from the Univer- 
ſal Life, (the true Ground of Heavenly Community) 
into the particular Objects of Self-Affections, which 
as it hath been awakened by the Soul's going out of 
Gop's Will, into its own; ſo it mult be Crucified by 
returning from itſelf into the pure, eternal Will of Gop, 
which we can never attain, *till we are dead to the 
Affections of the Senſitive Part. For, carnal Love, 


555 Joy, Hope, Fear, Deſire, Diſpleaſure, are all the ſel- 


Aſh Motions of che Natural Man, the corrupt Mem- 
bers of the Body of Sin, together with earthly Pride, 
Covetouſneſs, Envy, Jealouſy, Emulation, Wrath, 
Strife, all which are the Legs of the Earthly Adam, 
and therefore to be caſt away and e deſtroyed; and in 
their Fall, the Will comes to be crucified to all their 
Objects, and fo to all ſclfiſh Propriety. Here we come 
to loſe our own Lives, to hate our {ſelfiſh Motions, to 
be ſlain to all Fleſhly Things, the Will hath eſpouſed, 

+ Heb. xii. 4. d Gen. ii. 25. © Luk, xiv. 33. 

* Gal. v. 24. e Col. iii. 5. 
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inſtead of Gon in Chriſt, Here we begin to be truly 
Poor, renouncing all * for Chrift, owning no Propriety 
in earthly Eſtates. We ſee here that the Earth is the 
Loxry's and the Fulneſs thereof, and that Covetouſneſs 
hath been the Cauſe of Propriety, and of all thoſe 
Engroſſings of Land and Money which moſt are in- 
volved in; and that Chriſt came to deſtroy this Work 
of the Devil, by his Doctrine and Pattern, who had 
all Things in common with his Diſciples; even as the 
Primitive Chriſtians one with another; which was a 
renewing of the Law of Love, by which we were, 
and ſtill are obliged to love our Neighbours as our- 
ſelves, and to do Gop's Will on Earth as it is done 
in Heaven, where the holy Angels and glorified Saints 
inherit their eternal Subſtance in Common : For he 
that cvercomes * ſhall inherit all Thiags. Here likewiſe 
we die to, and forſake earthly Relations, as Part of 
that we call Ours: And though we are not to deſtroy 
natural Affection, nor to neglect the performing of 
any due Obligation laid upon us by the Law of Na- 
ture, as it accords with the Will and Juſtice of Gop; 
yet we are to die to all ſuch Propriety of Affection, 
as flows from corrupt Nature, and hinders the impar- 
tial Communication of our Love to every one, accord- 
ing to the perfect reg . of our Heavenly Father, 
who takes in no fleſhly Reſpects, in the giving forth 
of his Love to his Creatures, which is our Pattern to 
imitate; for we are to be perfect as our Heavenly Fa- 
ther is perfect. Here thoſe that have Wives, are as 
though they had none, returning from Idolizing, and 
deſiring the Woman of the World, to the Virgin So- 
phia, who is the unſpotted Mirrour of the eternal 
World, the firſt and cheif Spoule of Chrift, Rev. xxi. 
2. And they that are unmarried follow the Example 
of Chriſt, who lived and died in Virginity, as he was 
born of a Virgin; and this they do tor the Kingdom 
of Heaven's Sake, according to that precept, Mat. 


Mat. xix. 27, s Rev. xxi. 7, 
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Rix. 12. He that is able to receive it, let him receive it; 
where Chriſt ſpeaks concerning the abſtaining from 
Marriage, and of thoſe that have made themſelves Eu- 
nuchs for the Kingdom of Heaven: Whence it is clear 
that the dying to, and crucifying of that Root, whence 
the Enjoyment of that State comes, is to ſuch a real 
Mean to the Growth and Encreaſe of Gop's Kingdom 
in the Soul, which is to be preſented as a Chaſe Virgin 
to Chriſt, 2 Cor. xi. 2. And Paul, 1 Cor. vii. 31, 32, 
33, 34, 35. prefers the Virgin's State far before the 
Married; and therefore Verſe 7. ſaith 7 would that all 
Men were as I am: Which certainly he ſpake accord- 
ing to true Light, found Judgment, and great Ex- 
perience in the Work and Progreſs of Regeneration. 

But in a Word, in this Stare before deſcribed, we 
come to ſee, that we our ſelves are not our Own, but 
the Loxy's, and that we are to conſecrate our Bo- 
dies, Souls, and Spirits to Him, and to reſign up all 
we call ours to Him, whole is the Kingdom, and the 
Power, and the Glory, for ever. And truly our gra- 
dual Incorporation into the Body of Chriſt, with the 
Enjoyment of new Relations and Treaſures, which are 
Spiritual and Eternal, makes it the more eaſy to die 
to, and forſake all earthly Things; which being of a 
lower Nature, ſhew their Riſe by their Fall; for being 
of the Earth, they are earthly and return to Earth, as 
utterly * incapable ro enter with us into the Kingdom 
of Love, As we then leave the Spirit of the World, 
they leave us; and fo we arrive to a good Degree of 
Conqueſt and Victory over that i Beaſt which rules the 
whole World, which, gives the Soul Occaſion thus to 
expreſs itſelf in Praiſe: 


d 3 Cor. xv. 50. i Rev. xn. 16, 17.—Though 
1 hint at the myſtical Senſe of the Beaſt, Rev. xiii. yet 1 deny not the 
Hiſtorical, as it hath been truly applyed to a Succeſſion of Perſons in 
the fignally lapſed or Antichriſtian Church, 
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Bleſt be that Power, by which the Beaſt 


Is made to ſerve, and we releaſt 

From that baſe ſervile Drudgery, 

Which ſome miſtake for Liberty. 

Sad Liberty! that chains poor Souls to Duſt, 
And ſoils immortal Things with mortal Ruſt. 


VIII. The Soul having arrived fo far in the Cir- 
cumciſion of the Heart from the Body of Fleſh, and 
in the Renovation of the Spiritual Image, cannot but 
have attained a good Step in the Command over Ima- 
gination , eſpecially in the Death of it to Complacency 
in any corrupt fleſhly Object, which now becomes too 
groſs for the renewed Mind to regard. But yet we 
mall find the Temper working much upon Imagination, 
ſometimes taking Advantage of the ſtrong Influences 


of the external Heavens; and if we are ſo ſtrong as to 


reject Thoughts, which tempt to ſpeculative Delight 
in Objects, which our corrupt Nature formerly imbra- 
ced, but now (being changed) abhorreth; we ſhall 
find the Evil One drawing us to cloſe with, and enter- 
tain Thoughts not evil in themſelves, yet very evil to 
us, becauſe they preſent and feed the Soul with unpro- 
fitable Pictures, which ſhould be alone entertained with 
the ſweet Meditation of Chriſt's Love, and the Way 


to be compleated in it. And I know many are exceed- 


ingly troubled with the working of their Imaginations 
on inconſiderable trifling Objects, when as they dare 
not entertain any Thoughts groſly evil; and where this 
State is grown into a long Habit, it will be difficult to 
come out of it, though a Soul be very ſenſible of the 


Vanity of it, and long to be freed from it, as finding 


the Imagination in theſe Workings to be like the Witch 
of Endor, raifing up the Old Prophet Samuel, or the 
Inward Man from the Sleep of Silence, and innocent 
Stilneſs, to be diſquieted with vain Earthly Things, 
1 Sam. xxviii. 15. In this Caſe therefore, it concerns 


the Soul to ſtand continually upon its Watch, leſt it be 
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foretimes ſnatcht away unawares, and engaged in 
Vanity, before it ſees where it is. Here the contin- 
ual Exerciſe of the Croſs is very neceſſary, that by it 
we may * caſt down Imaginations, and lead Captive 
every Thought into the Obedience of Chriſt: lo that 
the cheif Work now, is the reducing this moveable 
Sea into Subjection to the illuminated Underſtanding : 
therefore the Soul prays and ſtrives continually againſt 
the Power of Imagination and Activity of Thoughts, 
which hinder the ſilent Actings of the Intellect upon 
Eternity, and ſupernatural 'Truths. And here Faith 
and Perſeverence are very needful: We need Faith to 
believe that by the Power and Strength of Chriſt we 
may overcome theſe Imaginations; and Perſeverance, 


that we may not faint in the Way, and give off the 


conſtant Exerciſe of the Croſs in rejecting, beating 
down, and ceaſing from theſe Motions of the imagi- 


_ nary Faculty, till we come to be Conquerors, and to 
Command them; which is poſible through Chriſt, who. 


is come into our World, to deſtroy the Works of the 
Devil, and to rule till he hath put all his Enemies un- 
der his Feet, of which theſe idle Thoughts are a Part. 
And as the Soul here uſes the Power it hath received 
from Chriſt in checking, rejecting, and beating down 
all idle Thoughts, as a Means to overcome them; ſo 
likewiſe it is oft exerciſing of its Underſtanding upon 
the Eternal Love and Free Grace of Gop, and in con- 
ſidering the Myſtery of that Paradiſical World, in 
which the Angels and Spirits of the Juſt are: It much 
alſo reflects upon the Preſence of its Saviour who hath 
promiſed to be with us to the end » of the World, fill- 
ing” all Things in his Divine Nature, for he dontinual- 
ſtands at the Door and knocks, ſo that the Soul waits 
every Moment for the Fulfilings of that Promiſe of his 
coming into it, and ſupping with It, Rev. iii. 20. And 
this conſtant attending upon Gop with the Eye of the 


* 2 Cor. x. 5. Phil. iii. 20. Mat, xxvili.'20, 
= Eph. iv. 10. 
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Underſtanding, proves a very effectual Mean to the 
deſtroying of thoſe Imaginations which come to en- 
tangle the Soul in unprofitable Diverſions. In this 
Practice the Underſtanding gets ſuch Power over the 
Imagination; that it enjoys almoſt a continual Sight 
or» Apprehenſion of Gop's Preſence, and ſees beyond 
the working of Imagination, by the Eye of the Under- 
ſtanding enlightned, and by little and little attains that 
Strength, that although we ſhould have neceſſary Oc- 
caſion to take up our Thoughts in ſome external Em- 
ployment, yet the Underſtanding pierceth thorough 
it, and in the very Time of exerciſing its Reaſon on 
that Particular, it hath ſtrong and clear Apprehenſions 
of the Preſence of Gop, and the Spiritual World: which 
clearly ſhews that Intellection, or the true Acting of 
the Underſtanding, is ſomewhat beyond Reaſon, which 
is not able to do two Things at once, and Act upon 
ſeveral Objects, at the ſame Inſtant. And this conſtant 
Apprchenſion or Senſe of the Divine Preſence is with- 
out any Phantaſm, it being in that Moment when the 
Phantaſms are employed upon another Object, and 
they having ſomewhat of Materiality, cannot afford 
that ſpiritual Sight and Apprehenſion ſuch a Soul hath 
conſtantly of Gop, which is without * Figure, Colour, 
or Similtude; yet I muſt confeſs the uſual Contem- 
plations of the Soul (in this State) upon ſpiritual Ob- 
jets, whether of Paradiſe, Angels, ſupernatural Truths, 
and Scripture Verities, are not the Uſe of Phantaſms, 
which being ordered by Divine Lightand Wiſdom do in 
ſome Meaſure (according to their Nature) exprels ſpiri- 
tual Truth. Though I confeſs this 1s far below the true 
Intellectioſ of the Underſtanding, informed with Pre- 
ſence of Divine Light, in regard theſe Phantaſms, be- 
ing generally drawn from Corporeal Objects cannot 
reach the Eſſence of a Spirit. And truly here the Soul 
plainly diſcovers its Fall from the Divine Mind, 
Heb. xi. 27. » Epheſ. i. 18. Ad. xvii. 29. 
r Gen, i. 27, | 
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Image, and Light (in which it ſaw intuitively, and 


could give * Names according to the Nature of Things) 


into the imaginary Spirit, which belongs to this 
World, and is too groſs a Glaſs to expreſs truly and 
eſſentially, ſpiritual eternal Objects. And here it ap- 
pears how eaſily Man's Reaſon (being the apt and me- 
thodical ordering of his Phantaſms) may * miſguide 
the Underſtanding in ſpiritual Things, as in Com- 
ments upon Scriptures, which were inſpired by the 
Holy Ghoſt, and wrote by Revelation, and ſo require 
the ” Help of that ſame Spirit, to elevate the Under- 
ſtanding above Imagination, in the true Interpretation 
of them, eſpecially in Things which are out of the 
Road of thoſe Moral Verities, which the Light of 
Nature impreſſeth upon Mens Conſciences, to ſteer 
them in their Lives and Converſations. 


Then let us pray for that true Light, 

Which gives a true and conſtaut Sight _ 

Of Gor, CurisT, ANGELS, who do lie 

Much deeper than laps d Reaſons Eye ; 

Which in the Glaſs of Phantaſy, 

A lively Picture may eſpy, c 
But not the Eſſence of true Verity. 


IX. The Soul having arrived ſo far, as to enjoy 
almoſt a continual Apprehenſion of the Preſence of 


 Gop and Angels, finds itſelf much freed from thoſe 


vain Thoughts, which in former Diſpenſations were 


very troubleſome : But being Conqueror over thele, 
it muſt take Heed leſt the new Objects of Heaven, 


Angels, and ſpiritual Gifts, ſet the Imagination too 
much at work, in repreſenting their Excellencies, and 
picturing forth ſuch a State of the Soul enriched with 


them, which may yield roo much imaginary Delight, 


* Gen. ii. 19, 20. Eccleſ. vii. 29. « 1 Cor, ii. 14. 
John xiv. 26. 
D 
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2nd draw the Spirit into the Admiration of fine plea- 
{ant * Pictures inſtead of the true Subſtance. There- 
fore we are ſtrictly to watch over the Phantaſy, which 
may eaſily err in this Particular, and not without great 
Prejudices following upon it ; for firſt, by fuch work- 
ing of Imagination, we come to flacken the Exerciſe 
of the Croſs, both upon Imagination itſelf, (which » 
is continually to be reitrained, and as much as is poſ- 
ſible reduced into Subjection, to the illuminated Un- 
derſtanding) and alſo upon the Relicks of the Old. 
Man in any other Faculty, which are always to be 
ſlain in their firſt Buddings; and therefore to be ſtrictly 
cyed, which cannot be, whilſt Imagination is ſo buſy 
in its Motions. 

The ſecond is, that Complacency which the Soul 
may take, by repreſenting itſelf adorned with, and 
enjoying the Gifts of Hearing, Seeing, Touching, Taſt- 
ing, and Smelling, in a ſpiritual Way, (with all the 
Beauty and Sweetneſs of the Objects of thoſe Faculties) 
both in itſelf ſo priviledged, and in the Objects them- 
ſelves; moſt of which being but Streams, and not 
the Fountain itſelf, the Soul may be in danger of tak- 
ing too much Delight,. and ſo of being entangled in 
them. | 

The third Inconvenience is, the obſtructing that 
till Silence of the Soul, in which it * ſhould be oft 
wrapped up, as a Mean to thoſe extraordinary Effu- 
ſions of Light and Power which Gop many Times af- 
tords the Soul in its paſſive, quiet Waiting: Whereas 
this L.abour of Imagination too much keeps the Soul 
in Action, and ſo in an Unfitneſs for thoſe Drvine Im- 
preſfions, which very ſeldom come down but into a 
Spirit profoundly filent. Seeing then there may be ſo 
much Danger in indulging Imagination, even in theſe 
pure Objects, we ſhall find it very requiſite, oft to 
ceaſe from all Imagination, and to act no Thought 
upon any Thing, in the Heights above, or the Depths. 

* Iſaiah ii. 16. 3 Cor. x. 5. 2 Pal. xvi. 10. 
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below; I ſay no Thought, Thoughts being but Ima- 
ges, which reach not the Eſſence of ſpiritual Objects. 
But this Practice excludes not that general, conſtant, 


intellectual Sight and Apprehenſion of Gop, which 
the Soul (thus far arrived) enjoys : Therefore I ſpeak 
not here to thoſe who have not attained a continual, 

habitual Apprehenſion of the Divine Preſence ; tor if 
they ſhould ſtrive to ceaſe from their good Thoughts, 
they might fall into a Kind of Stupi idity, far worſe. 

But I here give Directions to thoſe, who having at- 

rained conſtant habitual Communion with Gon, preſs 
after Perfection in their conſtant Progrets, through all 
Impediments; of which, this working of Imagination 
being one, we here give CXPCTLNEN tal Directions to 
overcome it: And certainly there is no better Way 


Than the Annihilation of all Thougits, and the retir- 


ing from the Phantaſy into the Glent 3 Mind, which 
more fits the Soul for Divine Irradiation, and ſpiritual 
Embraces; for the more quiet we are, the leſs Reſiſt- 
ance we make againſt a ſupernatural Impreſſion, and 
the eaſier we perceive the Beginnings of Divine At- 
traction, and fo yield our ſelves to it. And truly, When 
the Soul hath attained the Power to throw itſelf (as oft 
as it is meet) into the ſilent ſuper- imaginar; State (which 
mult be attained by the habirual conſtant Practice of it) 
it will then come to internal * Openings, and intellec- 


_ tual Sights of the inviſible Worlds, and many Limes 


receive quickening Glances from the Eternity, with 
thoſe ſtrong Infuſions of Love that bring the Soul 
many Times near to a Rapture: And truly, the En- 
Joyment we have in this State fully recompenceth all 
that Self-denial, we paſs through to the Attainment 
of it. 

Here then the falſe Prophet (which is irregular 
imagination) come to be conquered, being command- 


Rev. i. 10. d Rev. iv. 2. © Rev. xvi. I 3, and 19, 70. 
Though I here allude to the falſe Prophet mentioned in the Apoca- 
Hit, yet I exclude not the external Prophetick Senſe of this or 
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ed by the inward Mind, that now oft draws up the 
Soul into the Paradiſical World, from the Motion of 
Phantaſy and Imagination. 


And now the Soul doth bid Adieu 

To Phanſies Glaſs, *cauſe *tis not true; 

And to that Mirrour turns its Eye 

Where Things are view'd eſſentially : 

And there in Silence waits that State to know, 
To which all former Diſpenſations bow : 

Wait on, bleſt Soul! and know this paſſive Life, 
Will ſend thee into Oneneſs, from all Strife. 


X. Imagination being now overcome, and the ani- 
mal Man mortified, the Soul cannot but clearly diſco- 
ver its Growth in the Image of Gop, and the Reſur- 
rection of the angelical Man, which now evidently 
perceives itſelf ſpringing up in a new Principle, above 
the Spirit of the 4 World, and its mixt Laws: And 
here we come to own and receive new Relations, con- 
tracted by our Progreſs in the New-Birth, and our 
Tendency from the Spirit of the World toward Eter- 
nity. And as through the Act of Generation we came 
to be inveſted with earthly Relations, ſo by the Work 
of Regeneration we come to poſleſs thoſe that are 
Spiritual. Here we come to honour Gop, as our Fa- 
ther in the Spirit, (not excluding any other of his 
beloved Ones, who have been inſtrumental to beget us 
into the Divine Image and Wiſdom) or Feruſalem a- 
bove, as our true © Mother: And fo all other Saints 
who have been begotten by the ſame Power into the 
ſame Nature, become our true Brothers and Siſters ; 
all ſtanding upon one Root, drawing one Nouriſhment, 
and knit together by f one Spirit, which is the Inſtruc- 
rer, Leader, and Comforter of all. But we ſhall here 


any other Part of the Revelation, which is a Prophetick Hiſtory of 
the Church to the End of the World. 


I Cor. ii. 12, Gal. iv. 26. f Eph. iv. 4. 
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find a nearer Union and Communion amongſt thoſe who 
have been by one particular Inſtrument begotten into 
the Life of Chriſt, having a peculiar Vein of ſpiritual 
Enjoyment running through them; which others, who 
received not that particular Tincture, do not partake 
of. And had we lived in the Apoſtles Times, we 
ſhould have ſeen this among the Primitive Chriſtians ; 
for certainly they that were begotten by Paul, had a 


particular Endearment to him, and to one another; 


and ſo it may be ſaid of thoſe that were converted by 
Apollo, Cephas, and others: Which 1s clear by that 
Scripture, 1 Cor. i. 12. Every one of you ſaith, I am 
of Paul, and I of Apollo, and I of Cephas: And tho 
Paul blames them here for Contention, Emulation, 
and Irregularity in their peculiar Affections to their 
ſpiritual Fathers, yet not a peculiar Ownment of thoſe 
who inſtrumentally converted them, for that is accord- 
ing to the Law of pure Juſtice, ſeeing s he that converts 
a Sinner, ſaves a Soul from Death, and covers a Multi- 
tude of Sins. And Paul himſelf in ſome Places ſpeaks 
of himſelf, as a ſpiritual Father, requiring of thoſe he 
had begotten into the Faith, due Reſpect, Obedience, 
and Love. But amongſt thoſe who are thus peculiarly 
united, we ſhall ſee ſome more cloſely knit in ſpiri- 
tual Agreement than others, and eſſenſed into one ano- 
thers Spirit; as may appear by that great Union which 
Chriſt hath with John, and that particular Affection He 
bare towards him, which was the Reaſon why John 
was called (by Way of Eminency and Diſtinction from 
che reſt) The Diſciple whom Feſus loved. Now when 
we come to experience this, we ſhall know the mean- 
ing of that Scripture, where Bone is faid to come d to 
His Bone: For as ſome Bones are locked one in another, 
and ſome Members grow more immediately one out of 
another, though all make up but one organical Body : 
So ſome Spirits are nearer united in Chriſt's Body than 
others, and ſtand cloſer jointed, and more intrinſically 
© James v. 20. * Epck, xxxvii. 7. ö 


„ 


enn 


2 re I 
en em a Hs W 


K 


Cant. MM. 


30 The Way to the Sabbath of Reſt. 


compacted, but all make up but one ſpiritual and 
myſtical Body. And this we ſhall find to flow from 
the Harmony and Agreement of Spirits and Natures, 
as they were ſignatured in the firſt Moment of Exiſt- 
ency : For Grace and the Work of Regeneration do 
not deſtroy our natural Signatures, only rectify them 
by that heavenly Principle which reduceth all our Spi- 
rits into the higheſt Perfection they are capable of, by 
their primary Model and Frame. Hence it appears 
that they are more truly Brethren (even according to 
naturai Nature,) who thus agree, and correſpond in 
their Eſſences, than they that are ordinarily called io, 
who are many Times very contrary ſignatur'd: And 
the Reaton of this Aſſertion is in that when our Na- 
tures come to their perfect Rectitude and Reſtoration 
by Union with Gop; this ſecret Propenſion and har- 
monious Cloſing with thoſe that are like-efſenced, re- 
mains; whereas from meer natural Relation, there 
nothing continues; though in thoſe who are related, 
there may be this Agreement too: But meer Relation 
is not the Caule of it, but that ſecret Law of Influence 
which Gon hath eſtabliſhed to ſignature ſome one 
Way, ſome another ; ſome in much Agreement and 
Proportion; others more difiering, though all repre- 
ſenting ſomething of that Variety which is wrapt up 
in the Unity of the eternal Nature. I could not but 
give an Hint of this, becauſe it may open ſome Things 
concerning Relations, which may lye dark to thoſe 
who know not the deepeſt Ground and Root of them. 
But I ſhall proceed to the further Opening of thoſe En- 
zoyments, which flow from Union with new Rela- 
tions, which come now to be very dear, becauſe the 
Ground of this Relation is ſo pure and good, being 
not of Man, or the Will of Man, but of GOD. Here 
we ſhall experience the happy Effects of our pure U- 


nion, which produces that Divine Love, that none 


can know, but thoſe that enjoy it: But this will be 


i John i. 23. 
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frrongeſt, where there is moſt Harmony and Agree- 
ment in Spirits and Natures ; becauſe the eternal Tinc- 
ture works upon, and through every Thing according 
to its Nature and Capacity: Hence we come to enjoy 
more from ſome, than others; and ſome from us re- 
ceive more than others: But that Brotherly-Love and 
Friendſhip, which now come to be renewed in Spirit, 
far tranſcend any Enjoyments meerly natural: And 
whatſoever we parted with, in dying to all carthly At- 
fection and its Objects, we regain in the Reſurrection 
of our Spirits, in this pure Love, which is not Af- 
tection but ſomething above it, not conſiſting in ſud- 
den Out- flowings and Eruptions, but in a conſtant 
ſyeet Inclination, and ſecret Propenſion of the Spirit, 
to thoſe which are one with it in the pure Liſe: And 
this Good-willingneſs is fo great, that from it the Soul 
could give * its Life (as if there were any! Thing 
dearer than Lite) for its Brother; and chooſe Sufferings, 
do free others from them: In this State there will be a 
ſympathizing in Joy and Sorrow; and where the Union 
is eminently great, there may be ſome Knowledge of 
each others Conditions, at a ® Diſtance, which comes 
from their being eſſenced in each others Spirits and 
Tinctures, which is the Cauſe of this inviſible Sym- 
pathy : And they that are in this near Union, feel a 
mutual In-dwelling in the pure Tincture and Life * of 
each other; and ſo, the further we come out of the 
animal Nature, the more univerſal we are, and nearer 
both to Heaven, and to one another in the Internal; 
and the fitter inſtrumentally to convey the pure Streams 
of the Heavenly Life to cach other, which no exter- 
nal Diſtance can hinder : For the Divine tincture 
(being ſuch a ſpiritual Virtue, as Chr; imprinted into 
the Heart of the Diſciples, with whom He talked after 
his Reſurrection, making their Hearts to burn within 
them, is able to pierce through all Diſtance, and teach 
x x John iii. 16. Gal. iv. 15. ma Col ii. 5, 
. . . 
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thoſe that are far Abſent; becauſe it is not corporeal, 
nor ſubject to the Laws of Place or Time. 

Now this is known to ſome by Experience, who in 
Abſence enjoy ſuch Influences of Spirit, and ſecret In- 
ſinuations of ſpiritual Virtue from one another, that 
they cannot but value this ſpiritual Communion, a- 
bove all Enjoyments in the World ; which compared 
to it, ſeem but like the baſeſt Metal to the pureſt 
Gold. 


Then quit that wretched State, immortal Soul, 
Where poyſon'd Ghoſts in Fleſh together roll; 

Aud take thy Flight into that Mount of Love, 
Where new-born Spirits in bright Bodies move, 
And ſport themſelves in that eternal Joy, 

Which totally excludes Luſt's baſe Alloy. 

TLuſi”s left below for thoſe that Fleſh deſire; | 
Love dwells on high, Love fills the Heavenly Choir, 


2 The Love which in this ſpiritual Union, (be- 
fore deſcribed) we come to enjoy, is unexpreſſibly re- 
freſhing, proving to be ſwecter than the Honey or 


the Honey-Comb, and continually raiſeth the Soul to 


the true Fountain of it, who being the true Cauſe of 
all pure Union, both preſerves and increaſcth it : But 


the Soul now having a View, and Experience of the 


Beauty and Swectneſs of the Spirits of other Chriſtians, 
and of the Excellency of that Love which may be en- 


joyed through them may (if it be not prevented by 


much Selt-denial and Watchfulneſs) ſuffer very much 
Selſiſineſs to ſpring up in a new Dreſs ; for here may 
ariſe ſpiritual Covetouſneſs, or a Deſire of engroſſing 
Spirits to one's ſelf. Here ſpiritual Pride may alſo 
diſcover itſelf in deſiring much Eſteem of ſuch: Envy 
likewite may ſtart up againſt thoſe we fear may draw 


them from us, or enjoy more Love from them than 


ourſelves: And ſo all other ſelfiſh Affections may 
here croud in, in a refined Dreſs: And as theie /p:- 
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F:tual Evils may flow from the Sight of the Excellen 
and Suitableneſs of the Spirits of other Chriſtians; ſo 
alſo they may break in upon us from large and emi- 


nent Gifts of the Spirit, 2 Cor. xii. 7, For we ſeeing 


the Amiableneſs and Worth of theſe may come immo- 
derately to deſire them; may fear to have them eclip- 
ſed; may reflect too much upon ® ourſelves in the en- 
Joying of them ; may look too much after Eminency 
in the uſe of them; and (in a Word) may take too 
much Complacency in the pleaſant Fruition of them 
even to an Hindrance of our looking up to the Foun- 
tain, as all in all: If then the Soul be here entangled 
(as it is hard totally to eſcape) it muſt fly to the 
Croſs, and lay the Ax to the Root of the Tree of 
Self, that ſo it may be hewn down and caſt into the 
Fire: And it muſt pray for the Sword of Power, to 
circumciſe and cut off this refined Selfiſhneſs, as it 
did the groſſer Part: And to take away this Propriety 
and Selt-ownment of all Spirits, Gifts, and Graces. 


Here we muſt come-to offer up the very Good itſelf, - 


(as » Abraham did Tſaac) to Gor the Fountain and Be- 
ſtower. Here we muſt die to the Coveting of any 
Spirit, Grace, Viſion, Revelation, Rapture, or ſen- 


ſible Comfort. Here we muſt come to be nothing in 
all theſe; to enjoy them as though we enjoyed them 


not, and not to reflect upon ourſelves on any Account; 
to rejoyce to ſee others 4 flouriſh in the Riches of 
thoſe ; and to have far more Light, Wiſdom, Com- 
fort, and Honour, than ourſelves; to be willing when 
we are rich in Gifts (and Eſteem of the Saints) * to 
part with them, if Gop ſo pleaſe, and to hang fo looſe 
trom all Things below Gop, as that nothing may the 
leaft hinder our Conformity to the Death of Chrift, or 


our riſing again in the pure Life of Love and Inno- 


cency. And truly when we have known the Glory of 
= Ezek. xvi. 15. „ Gal. vi, 14. » Gen. xxii. 2. 
4 1 Cor. xii. 25, 26. r Phil. iii. 8. 
E 
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thoſe ſpiritual Objects, and have been rich in poſſeſſing 
them, we may find it exceeding difficult wholly to 
give up, and to own. no Propriety of Will in them, 
becoming nothing in the greateſt Union of Spirits, 
Fruition of Gifts and ſpiritual Honour, keeping a ſweet 
innocent Spirit free from Selfiſhneſs in all theſe. Now 
the Reaſon of the Difficulty in being wholly freed 
from Self here, is the Excellency of the Objects, and 
the Sweetneſs of their. Enjoyments : For their Nature 
and Effects being very ſuitable to the Soul, they have 
the ſtronger Influence upon it, to cloſe with them in 
too much Delight and Adherency : Whence it may be 
more difficult, totally to give them up, than it was 
to leave outward groſs Things, which could not be ſo 


pleaſing to the Nature of the Soul : And though ſome 
(who. think they have paſſed far in the New-Birth) 


never experienced this; and may therefore look upon 
it as a Thing not much to be regarded, yet let all 
ſuch know that the Reaſon may be in that they never 
yet paſſed clear out. of the Spirit of the World; nor 
overcame their. animal Nature by a compleat Circum- 
ciſion and Renunciation; and ſo were not capable to 
receive any extraordinary Enjoyments of Viſions, Re- 
velations, In-ſpeakings, Propheſies, Unions of Spi- 
rits; and being not come into the inward Wilderneſs, 
where the Soul 1s fitted for ſuch Things, and where 
theſe ſpiritual Temptations ariſe to try it: Whereas 
being in the outward ſenſative (Spirit) and detained in 
Fleſh and Blood, as 1/rael in Egypt, the inward ſpiri- 
tual Faculties of. Senſation lie locked up, and can have 
no Knowledge of thoſe ſpiritual Operations and Enjoy- 
ments: But they that are come fo far in the Work of 
the New-Birth, as to be acquainted with, and to live 
to theſe Things, mult of Neceſſity die to them, and 
come to be » Nothing in them, giving up all to Gon, 
and forſaking the Propriety of their own Wills. Now 


this is a Parting with our own Lives, and the giving 


* 2 Cor. vi. 10. 
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up the Ghoſt of refined Selfiſhneſs, which ſtrikes at 
Root of Sin and Evil, and brings us to the Death of 
the Croſs, in Conformity to the Example of our Sa- 
viour's Progreſs, who was crucified betwixt two 
Thieves, one of which was loſt, though the other went 


with Him into Paradife, which we in the Myſtery - 


likewiſe fulfil ; for our Wills are crucifed betwixt the 
outward animal Man, and the inward Old Man, or 
finful Nature: The firſt of which in the Reſurrection; 
ſhall be received (after Purification) into Paradiſe ; 


but the laſt muſt be deſtroyed and ſwallowed up into 
the Fire of Wrath. 


The Soul which on the Croſs thus freely dies. 
Becomes to Gon a pleaſing Sacrifice, 
* Through that eternal Spirit, and that Blood, 
' Which by meer Reaſon are not underſtood ;, 
Nor by thoſe Rabbies, who Divines would be, 
Though they know not the true Divinity. 


XII. After this Death upon the myſtical Croſs, the 
Soul in Conformity to Chri/?*s Progreſs, paſſeth thro' 
a State analogous to that oi Ch7:/*'s Deſcent into Hell, 
being that Principle which ſtands as a ſmoaking F ar- 
nace before the Entrance of Paradiſe, into which none 
can paſs, but thoſe that are dead with Chrift, and 
wathed from the Pollutions of Fleſh and Spirit by the 
Rlood of the Lamb : For whoſoever retain the Spots 


of Guilt will be kept back by Gop's Wrath, which in 


this Principle, burns like Fire, 1/a. xxx. 33. This 
alto is ſpread (at leaſt potentially as to its Root) thro? 
the whole World, yet inviſible tothe outward Eye. In 


this the Dragon and all Evil Angels and Spirits are, 


tor Jud. Epiſt. ver. 6. The Loxp reſerves the fallen 
Angels in everlaſting Chains under Darkneſs, or as 
2 Pet. ii. 4. hath caſs them into Hell, and delivered them 
into Chains of Darkneſs, to be reſerved unto Judgment. 
Now tho? the fallen Angels are every where tempting 


' 
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the Saints, yet they are always in the Chains of this 
inviſible Darkneſs, which could not be if this were 
not every where in this World. Whence, Epbeſ. vi. 12. 
it is called, the Darkneſs of this World; of which the 
chief Devils are the Keouorgzroges, or worldly Rulers. 
And although evil Spirits receive ſome Refreſhment 
by mixing with the Souls of Men, which are cloathed 
with the animal ſenſitive Nature, and live in the Spi- 
rit of the World! yet they are ſtill in Chains under 
this Darkneſs, as in their proper Center. And al- 
though it is ſaid, Luke viii. 31. That the Devils, 
whoſe Name was Legion, beſought Chriſt, (after they 
were caſt out of the Man) that He would not command 
them to go out into the Deep, as though the Deep or 
bottomleſs Pit, had been at a Diſtance trom them : 
Yet the Meaning is, that they might not wholly go 
out of the Spirit of the World, and out of Union with 
it, deeper into the Center of Darkneſs and Wrath; 
for in Unicn either with Men or Beaſts, who live in 


the Spirit of the World, they receive ſome Mitigation 


of their Torment, which they have not, when they 
are naked and uncloathed in the Abyſs: Therefore 
their going into the Abyſs from Union with the Spi- 
rits of Men or Beaſts, is not as we depart from one 
Room into another (which are disjoyned by outward 
Diſtance) dut a ſinking deeper from the Circumference 
toward the-Center, from the outward to the inward, 
which we call the Dark World and Hell; whica (ac- 
cording to the Sight and Experience of ſome deep 
myſtical Men) 15 made up of ſpiritual Sulphur, Mer- 


cury, and Salt, not united and harmonized in ſweet 


Proportion, for then they would be Paradiſe ; but as 
in Diſcord and Diſproportion working in contrary Mo- 
tions, through the Abſence of that pure Bal/amical 
Oil, which flowing from the Heart of Gop, makes 
Paradiſe fo delightful. Now all Things in this viſi- 
ble World are compounded of theſe three material 
Principles, Sulphur, Mercury, and Salt; ſo are the in; 
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viſible Worlds, in their ſpiritual Nature, from whence 
the viſible World proceeded, and in which it is erect- 
ed; for (Heb. vii. 3.) The Things which are ſeen 
were made (un ix $awoptrwr) not of Things that do ap- 
pear, but conſequently out of Things inviſible, as the 
vulgar Latin hath it, ut ex inviſibilibus viſibilia fierent, 
and to the ſame Senſe is the Syr:ack Verſions. But to 
proceed, the dark World (Rev. ix. 2.) 1s called the 
Abyſs or botromleſs Pit; and whoſoever go down into 
this Sea, ſee Gop's Wonders in the Deep, P/al. cvii. 
24. for there is the great Leviathan, i the crooked Ser- 
pent, the Dragon, Ja. xxvii. 1. Out of whoſe Mouth 
(Job xli. 19, 20, 21.) go burning Lamps, and Sparks of 
Fire leap out : Out of his Noſtrils goeth Smoab, as out 
of a ſeething Cauldron : His Breath kindleth Coals, and 
a Flame goeth out of his Mouth, ver. 31. He maketh the 
Deep to boil like a Pot of Ointment. ver. 34. He behold- 
eth all high Things. He is a King over all the Children 
of Pride, which are the Principalities, Powers, and 
{piritual Wickedneſſes of this Dark World; many of 
which in their dark Bodies bear the Forms of terrible 
Beaſts, Rev. ix. 3, 17. Into this Region, Chriſ; de- 
ſcended after his giving up of the Ghoſt upon the 
Croſs; for this is a diſtinct Article of the ancient 
Creed, and agrees with Ads ii. 27. Thou wilt not leave 
ny Soul n Hell, which was prophetically ſpoken by the 
Pfalmut, of Chris deſcending into Hell, and of his 
Redewpi:on from it; and Epheſ. iv. 9. tis ſaid, that 
before He aſcended, He deſcended into the lower Parts 
of the] Earth, which cannot be meant of his outward 
Body, becauſe that lay in, or near the Superfices of 
the Earth: Or as in Malt. xii. 40. into the Heart of 
the Earth: Where there is a Parallel made betwixt 
Jonas and Chriſt, the Type, and the Antitype, which 
cannot well correſpond except Chriſt deſcended into 


© I deny not but ſome great Sea-Monſter is (in the Letter) here 
deſcribed, but that the Devils is here alſo alluded to, and intended, 
1s not only my Judgment, but of many of the Ancients, as appears 
clear by ver. 34. which is a Key to the reſt, 
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the Sphere of the inward ſpiritual Leviathan, as Jonas 
into the Belly of the outward : From whence (in T 

of Chriſt) he ſaid, Jonab ii. 2. Out of the Belly of Hell 
cryed 1, and Thou heardeſt my Voice. Now Hell, or the 
Dark World, may be called the Heart of the Earth, 
1. In Alluſion to that large Sphere or Lake of Fire, 
which according to Des Cartes and ſome learned Her- 
metick Philoſophers, is ſeated in and about the Center 
of the Earth. 

. 2dly, In that according to the eternal Gradation of 
Beings and Principles, it may be ſaid to be within, in 
the Middle or Center of it; the Earth and all terre- 
{trial Matter being more outward, in the Circumfe- 
rence. And though Hell is called 20 0x37» 70 Ert, 
(Matt. 8. 12.) The utter or more outward Darkneſs, 
yet that's ſpoken in relation to Paradiſe, and the eter- 
nal World, not in reference to the Earth and this 
World. Now Chriſt having paſſed through this Prin- 
ciple into Paradiſe, draws us all after Him, according 
to that Promiſe ; When I am lifted up on the Croſs, 1 
will draw all Men unto Me. Now this 1s no other 
Way, than that He went through Himſelf ; for there 
is but one Way into everlaſting Life, and the King- 
dom of Glory ; and that very narrow too, according 
to Chriſt's Words, Strait is the Gate and narrow, or 
affiiied, is the Way that leads into Life, and few there 
be that find it : Even they only who deny themſelves 
and take up their Croſſes, and follow Him, who is 
the Way, not only through this World, but even 
through Death and Hell alſo; for, though in Con- 
formity to his Pattern, we come to be caſt into Hell, 
which (Matt. xii. 50.) is called the Furnace of Fire, 
(typed forth by Nebuchadnezzar's fiery Furnace, into 
which the three Children were caſt :) Yet the Son of 
Gop walks there with us, keeping us from that Tor- 


ment and Pain, which the Damned undergo ; and 


making us (with Him) to triumph over Principalities 
and Powers, and to conquer them by the Blood of the 
Ted n woe, Matt. vii. 14. 


g , — er 1 
—— . „„ 


N 3 3 * — 
Wau A My wag — eee TE - 


— — * 1 
«AA PN, A 8 „% ͥ%01 ee ere oe 


The Way to the Sabbath of Reſt. 39 


everlaſting Covenant; which quenching the Fire of 
Wrath, raiſeth the Spirits of the Obedient out of this 
dark Grave, into the Joys of Paradife. But we muſt 
know that in our Progreſs we may many Times be caſt 
into Terror and Anguyh ; yea feel Hell awakened in 
us, and afterwards be delivered by ſome Influence of 
Chrif”s Spirit, and Infuſions of his Love, and yet be 
ſhort of this Reſurrection, and of paſſing through 
Hell as Conquerors, which can never be till we de- 
ſcend thither without Guilt, in Child-like Innocency, 
with the Candle of the Loxp in our Hands, which is 
the Pillar of Fire which alone can lead us through 
this Night, into the Day of Paradiſe. To which State 


whoever attain, cannot but ſing thus, in the Joy f 


their Spirits. 


Ye Morning Stars, ye Sons of Light, 
Rejoice with Fubilation : 

As once ye did when that firſt Night 
Was ſcatter d by Creation. 

Behold the Prince of Night is thrown 
Into his proper Place : 

And He that caſt the Dragon down, 
Hath * raiſ'd me by his Grace. 

And now I ſtand above that Grave, 
Where Wrath entombed is; 

And wait, that rich Crown to receive, 
Which will be perfect Bliſs. 


XIII. By this Time the Soul experienceth the happy 


State of being freed from the Principle of Selfneſs, in 
returning to Gop from the Spirit of the World, and 


fees the real irogreſs it hath made from the Outward 


through the Inward Dark World, into the Internal 
Paradiſe, where AZam lived before his Fall, and where 
Chriſt converſed, betwixt the Time of his Reſurrection 
and Aſcenſion. In this ſpiritual Region the Curſe is 


Job xxxviii. Ezek. xxxvii. 12, 13. 
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not manifeſt, there being a perpetual Spring. Here 
are the Ideas of all viſible Bodies, in much Beauty and 
appearing Luſtre, Here are thoſe bright Clouds which 
overſhadowed Chriſt on the Mount, and when He was 
received up into Heaven ; in which He will deſcend 
y when He comes again to judge the Earth. Now the 
Soul having attained to the State of this angelical 
Garden, knows what it is to turn and become as a * 
Child, and to attain a ſecret and quiet Life of Inno- 
cency and pure Love, free from thoſe Paſſions and 
evil Aﬀections it had formerly groaned under. And 
here it experienceth what it is to be born of- Water 
and the Spirit, as a neceſſary Qualification to do the 
Will of Gop: And fees its Conception in the Womb 
of Wiſdom (which is our new Mother) who here di- 
ſtills the Milk of the eternal Word, (from the eternal 
World) to feed and nouriſh the Soul; whither it now 
travels as fixing its Sight upon that pure River of 
Water of Life, clear as Chryſtal, » proceeding out of 
the Throne of Gop, and of the Lamb. But now like- 
wiſe the Soul lives the Life of ſpiritual Vegitation, and 
grows like a Willow by the Water-Courles, ora Lilly 
in the Garden of the Loxp, being continually refreſhed 
with the Dews of the eternal Heavens, and quickened 
by the Beams of the Sun of Righteouſneſs, and cheriſhed 
with the enlivening Gales of the Holy Spirit. All that 
are in this State are like the harmleſs Flowers in a 
fruitful Garden, ſpringing from the ſame Ground, yet 
differing in Colour, Virtue, Smell, and Growth, ac- 
cording to their ſeveral Natures, and Times of Plant- 
ing; yet all ſerving to expreſs the Power, Love, and 
Wiſdom of their Creator, without any Strife or Con- 
tention for Eminency, Place, or Eſteem, being all ſa- 
tisfyed with what Gop affords them, and their differ- 
ent Capacities fit them for. O what a ſweet Harmony 
is here! What a beautiful Conſent in expreſſing the 
r Rev. i. 7. 1 Pet. ü. 2. John iii. 5. Rey. Xi. 1- 
Hoſ. xiv 5 
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Goodneſs of the great Creator of all Things ? How 
far are Spirits here from envying the different Beauties 
and Ornaments one of another ? How ſweetly do they 
incline to mutual Love and Agreement? As being the 
Branches of one pure Root, as enjoying the ſame kind 
of Nouriſhment, and receiving Lite trom the ſame 4 
quickening Spirit ? How is all Wrath and Contention 
here forgot? How amiable do Spirits now begin to 
grow in the Eyes of Chriſt, by their innocent Child- 
iſhneſs? And truly in this Diſpenſation, we come to 
be cloathed with Humility, wrapped up in Meekneſs; 
expreſſing nothing but the bleſſed Effects of Heaven 
upon Earth; here we are full of Love-meltings towards 
Chriſt, who baptiſeth us in the ſoft Water of ſpiritual 
Meekneſs; which overſpreads the Soul, not ſuffering 
any of the Fire of Paſſion to ſpring up. In this State 
the Soul is very watchful over every Motion, in the 
outward and inward Man, fearing to ſtep down again 
into Nature, where before it had ſo much Trouble and 
* Bitterneſs ; whereas now it is in a ſweet pleaſant Reſt, 
lying upon the Bed of Innocency, ſolacing itſelf in the 
{weet f Embraces of its Saviour, who now begins to 
ſhew himſelf very clearly, and to afford almoſt conti- 
nual Refreſhments: In a Word, this is a Life of Still- 
neſs, Silence, and ſpiritual Simplicity; in which the 
Soul turning its Eyes from Nature, looks directly for- 
ward to s Eternity; and ſtrongly breaths after its Ar- 
rival there. And here we come to know the Work of 
the fifth Day in our New Creation, anſwering the fifth 
of thoſe ſeven Spirits, which are the Eyes of the Lamb 
of Gon, Rev. v. 6. 


Tf Harmony doth in this Fifth ariſe, 
What will it be, when Thou doſt Sabbatize, 


4 1 Cor. zii. 13. * Heb: xii. .. e 6. 
2 Heb xii. 2. | 
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In that laſt Day, where all Variety 

Concenters in a perfect Unity 

Then ſtand thou faſt, poor Soul, and keep thy Ground, 
Jill with eternal Love thou ſhalt be crown'd. 

Take Zeed of Luſt which  unlock'd Adam's Eyes, 
And caſt him to the Earth from Paradiſe. 


XIV. When the Soul is arrived to this Baptiſm of 
Meekneſs and innocent Love, and hath experienced the 
comfortable Diſtillations of the heavenly Dew to its 
very great Profit and Growth, it comes to be much 
confirmed and eſtabliſhed in this Principle, and finds 
the Effects of its preſent Station to be very bleſſed, in 
Compariſon of what it was, when it ſtood in the Fire 
of awakened Nature. And now ſeems as one that hath 
paſſed thorough a hot fiery Region into a moderate 
cool Air, where gentle Gales of Wind breath upon it, 
and refreſhing Dews entertain it, and cooling i Waters 
are afforded to take away the Senſe of Thirſt. And now 
it perceives the Happineſs of thoſe who have made 
their Way by Death thorough irregular and diſcording 
Nature, into that ſpiritual State where there is Joy, 
Peace, *Reſt, and Harmony. This Condition then 
brings with it a greater Death to the World and all 
worldly Things, a total diſreliſning of all Things cor- 
rupt and impure though more refined, and ſo as it is 
deadned to the World and Selfiſhneſs, it ® lives the 
more to Gop and all Goodneſs, and finds its Will more 
ſtrongly drawn to Chriſt and Eternity. And this Diſ- 
penſation into which the Soul now enters, is a State of 
much » Life and Quickning, and of much pleaſing 
Enjoyment for the Objects of the internal Senſe re- 
newed and reſtored by the Spirit of Gon; for here the 
* internal Faculties of ſpiritual Senſation are more 0- 
pened, and give a greater Enjoymcnt of the firſt an- 


> Gen. iii. 7, 23. 3 Pal, xlvi. 4. k Heb. iv. 3. 
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gelical e Life which was in Paradiſe : And we attain 
the Uſe and Reſtoration of theſe Faculties, _— 
our Growth in Regeneration, and as a Priviledge 
chaſed for us by Chriſt : So that all Saints ſhall Samak 
of them, either here or in Heaven, according as their 
Attainments are, In this State our internal 4 He is 
more unlocked to behold the paradiſical World with 
thoſe luminous Objects and Inhabitants that are in it: 
Here we ſee ſuch bright Clouds as the Diſciples 
(Matt. xvii. g.) ſaw on the Mount and at Chriſt's Aſ- 
cention when He was taken up into Heaven (As i. 9.) 
In which He will likewiſe deſcend again, (Matt. xxiv. 
30.) Here alſo we ſee the Angels of Gon aſcending 
and deſcending, as Jacob at Bethell, (Gen. xxviii. 12.) 
In this State alſo our inward Ear is ſweetly entertained 
with angelical Harmony, hearing the ſweet * Harpers 
upon Mount Sion, and the Voices of thoſe that ſing the 
Song of Moſes and the Lamb, and of thoſe that cry 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Rev. xix. 1, 3, 4, 6, with 
many other Voices out of the eternal World, Rev. iv, 1. 
Moreover our internal Feeling is almoſt continually en- 
tertained with the ſtrong Contactions of the + Word 
of Life, which ſometimes diſcover themſelves by thril- 
ling Motions throughout the whole Man ; but moft 
commonly by ſtrong Infuſions of the pure burning 
Tincture of Feſus (Luke xxiv. 32.) into the Heart. 


In this State likewiſe we oft ſmell the hot Perfumes * of 


Paradiſe, and are pierced through with moſt delightful 
Odours, which intuſe themſelves into the Jincture of 
the Heart, and create Delight, and give a plain Feel- 


ing and Senſe of the Preſence of Paradiſe, and that in- 


viſible light World where there is no Curie nor Corrup- 
tion. And, in a Word, here we feed upon the hea- 
venly Manna, Angels Food, which is living Bread, 
that quickens, enlivens, and corroborates the Soul; 


and we oft taſte very ſweet Dews diffuſing themſelves 


with much Pleaſure into that internal Senſe of Taſte, 


„ 1 Johni. 1. 4 2 Kings vi. 17. Rev. xiv. 2. 
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which lies within the Organ of the Tongue. Thus all 
the ſpiritual Faculties of Senſation are in this Diſpen- 
ſation more opened, and more freely entertained with 
their peculiar Objects. But yet we are not to reſt in 
theſe 1 nor to go to build Tabernacles with 
them, but to look forward and to preſs after perfect 
Union with the Divine Nature in the eternal World, 
where is our true Sabbath of Reſt, in the Viſion of 
God, and perfect Fruition of his Love for ever, 175. 
iv. 17. Heb. iv. g. 


The Pleaſures which in this State we enjoy, 
Are only known to thoſe that do obey, 
Tor Souls that do inbide Sins Poiſon here, 
Have neither Eyes t9 ſee nor Ears to hear 
T hoſe ſacred Objetts of Divine Senſation, 
Thich are the Pleaſures of the new Creation: 
Man's lapſed Senſe and Reaſon know them not, 
They are the little Childrens ſacred Lot. 


XV. By this Time the Soul begins to draw near the 
eternal World, in its fixed Station and habitual Enjoy- 
ment, lying under the Showers of Love, which deſcend 
trom the Heart of Gop and the Boſom of Sophia: Here 
the bleſſed Tincture of Jeſus coming ſo powertully, as 
though it ſtreamed trom his glorified Humanity, flows 
into the Soul like a River of Oyl mixed with Fire, 
which affords that unutterable Delight, which cannot 
be conceived by thoſe that know it not experimentally. 
Here Chri/t ſaith, Drink, yea, drink abundantly, O 
Beloved, and fill large Cups of Love, heavenly Love 
to pour into the Soul; ſo that it ſometimes comes to 
be * ſick of Love, not knowing how to carry itſelf thro' 
the abundant Showers that fall upon it: For Chri/? 
many Times toucheth the Soul with a piercing Beam 
of Love, which by this, is ſuddenly drawn to a quick 
Return; and this gives freer Paſſage for a new Impreſ- 
Non, which more exciting the Powers of the Soul to a 

„Cant. u. 5. 
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new Embrace, opens the Way more for the King of 
Glory to enter with that Power and unutterable Force 
of Divine Love, that the Soul becomes filled, ſwal- 
lowed up, and tranſported into a Kind of Rapture, 
not being able to expreſs thoſe Pleaſures, Guſts, Em- 
braces, Love-Extaſies, which then are piercing thro? 

it; nor ſufficient Praiſes and Hallelujahs to the great 
King of Saints, who beſtows ſuch royal Tokens of 
Love upon it. And as in this State there is ſuch holy 
Commerce in pure Love betwixt Gop and the Soul, 

ſo there is betwixt the Soul and „other Saints, who 
cannot but wondertully own and love one another, 
and delight in that Likeneſs of Gop, which they fee 
in each other, and bleſs Him for thoſe living Powers 
of Grace and Love that are communicated in the Wor- 
ſhip of Gop, by which they exceedingly retreſh each 
others Spirits. Now this mutual Love chiefly flows 
from a * Sight and Senſe of Oneneſs, which exceed- 
ingly enforceth this great Cloſing and Out-flowing of 
Spirit to delight, comfort, and Teſreſh one another. 

And here 1s that Strength of Love that we cauld give 
our Lives for the Brethren, and endure much At- 
fliction to free them from Sufferings: Here we bear 
one anothers Burdens, and lo fulfil | the Royal Law of 
Love; tor we can keep nothing as our own but what 
we heartily communicate and make our Brethren Par- 
takers of, becauſe they are Part of ourſelves: Here we 
come to practice that heavenly Law, of loving our Neigh- 
bours as ourlelves, and of doing Gop's W ll on F. arth 
as it is done in Heaven; tor which End Man and the 
viſible World were brought forth. For the breaking 
forth of Sin and Wrath, was not according to Gop's 
molt pure and holy Will, which is good, and tends to 
Salvation and Bleſſing, and the Keeping of his Crea- 

tures in that primitive Harmony, in Which they came 
out of Gob's Hands as fitted to glority Him through 
mutual Love, and regular Obedience. And this is 
the End of Chriſt's Coming into the World of Man's 
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Nature, even to reſtore it from the Diſcord of Sin and 
Wrath, to the Harmony of pure Love and Righte- 
ouſneſs; therefore it is a happy State to have attained 
this Habit of Love before deſcribed, which will not 
terminate within the Sphere of our Neighbours and 
Brethren, but in ſome Meaſure flow out to all; cau- 
fing us to breath after, endeavour, and * pray for their 
Change : For it is the Nature of true Love to commu- 
nicate itſelf and to delight in propagating its own hea- 
venly Image, that ſo many may come to partake of 
Bliſs and Happinefs through it: And in this Enjoy- 
ment, if we find any that know and poſſeſs but little, 
yet thirſt much after Gop, O how will our Hearts burn 
within us! How ready ſhall we be to employ our Ta- 
lents for their Good, and to diſcover that Way which 
leads through Nature into the Kingdom of the Love ? 
What Labour and Pains could we take to be inſtru- 
mental in changing, and quickning them, and in 
bringing them through the Croſs to our own State of 
Happineſs ; ſo that this Diſpenſation abounds much 
in Love, both to Gop and our Nerghbour, fitting the 
Soul for Aſcenſion into Eternity, there to ſee and know 
with Satisfaction and Delight, thoſe Wonders which 
the holy Angels and glorified Saints are continually 
viewing with Joy and Admiration. 


Bleſt is that Soul which is arrived here, 
IWhere quickning Love caſts out dejefting Fear; 
And gives that ſweet Compoſure to the Mind, 
That it hes paſſive to the holy Wind, 

Which blowing from the higheſt Paradiſe, 
Invites the Soul to come and Sabbatiſe 

In that bright Day, where the Arch- Angels ſing 
Sweet Hallelujahs to our Chriſt their King, 


XVI. Laſtly, The Soul being brought thus far in 
the Heart-Work by the Power of Jeſus, through the 
Practice of the Croſs, in Self-denial and Reſignation, 
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lives in habitual Springings up of the Love in the 
Centre of its Spirit, where the Work is near finiſhed, 
the Will being conſtantly drawn towards the Heart of 
Gop in the Chariot of Love. And in this State the 
Soul is completely fitted for Aſcenſion, and the opening 
of the cternal World, which is part of the Head-work; 
for in that the ſpiritual Eye is ſeated, which is capa- 
ble to fee and know the Wonders of Eternity. And 
though ſome in a Rapture may be taken up into that 
World long before the Work in their Hearts, Wills, 
and Affections is finiſned; yet ſuch muſt afterward 
go through the Work in Nature, of rectifying all 
their Properties, and of bringing their Wills into 
Death, and pure Reſignation, that ſo they may be fit- 
ted for the Birth of the Love; whence it is clear that 
this State of Regeneration, attained in the Will thro? 
the Death, is far more conſiderable, and nearer Per- 
fection than the higheſt Rapture without ſuch a fore- 
going Work; and the Aſcenſion after this Work of 
Regeneration i in the Heart, is more weighty, and more 
rending to Perſection, than any Rapture of Tranſpor- 
tation before, can be ; becauſe by ſuch a Work; the 
Will is wrought up into a conſtant Union with Chr:/t, 
which by Aſcenſion, is more confirmed and eſtabliſh- 
ed, the Heart through that, being more raiſed above 
all mortal corruptible Objects, and more reduced 
into a paſhve ſilent Waiting for the Opening of the 
Eternal Temple, whence the infallible Voice proceeds, 
and where the great High-Prieſt ſparkles with the 
moſt bright Beams of Divine Glory. But the Manner 
of the Soul's aſcending from the internal to the eter- 
nal World, is very remarkable and wonderful. It » 
cannot of itfelf move one Degree upward ; That fame 
Hand of Power which carried it downward, to ſee the 
Wonders of Gop in the Depths, muſt carry it upward 
to ſee his Wonders in the high Places above. So that i on 
this the Scul is meerly paſſive; the Spirit of Cr 
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being the Agent, which deſcending with an over-ſha- 
dowing Virtue upon it, wraps © it up ſwiftly, and in 
a ſtrong Force (by which the Soul's Acts are for a while 
ſuſpended) tranſlates it, as it were, in a ſtrait Line 
from the inward, toward the inmoſt. In this Tranſla- 
tion or Aſcenſion, what Wonders are ſeen and felt, I 
ſhall not particularly expreſs : But in general, this I 
mult declare, That there is an unutterable Power tranſ- 
fuſing the Soul in this Aſcent, which firſt comes into 
the Womb of the inviſible Worlds (out of which they 
iſſue) in which it finds an univerſal Silence or Stilneſs; 
and above which, it diſcovers a great Glory, inhabited 
by glorified Spirits, who there live in perpetual Har- 
mony and Joy, ſinging Hallelujahs to the Lamb of 
Gop ; and continually waiting upon the infallible Voice 
proceeding from the Throne of Gop. Lo be taken 
into this, is a further Degree of Aſcenſion, being the 
ſecond Manſion in the eternal World ; where * Myriads 
of Angels attend thole Commands, which come out 
of the moſt holy Place, which is the laſt and higheſt 
Manſion in that World, anſwering to Love, as the 
Second to Life, and the firſt to Light, correſponding 
with the threefold Maniteſtation of Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt. But to ſpeak much of the two laſt, re- 
quires greater Experience than yet I have enjoyed. 
Neither is it expedient to deſcribe the firſt, nor thoſe 
Wonders which are in it, in regard of that Blindneſs 
and general Enmity which is in Mens Hearts againſt 
the deep Myſterics of Gop in inviſible Nature. But 
after Aſcenſion into the firſt, the Soul becomes fo much 
indued with the Senſe and Apprehenſion of thoſe ſpi- 
ritual Myſteries it was there acquainted with; and hath 
ſuch a clear View of the outward World, and of the 
Miſery that molt there lye in, that it cannot but wee 

over the greateſt Part of Men, as Chriſt did over Je- 
ruſalem, as ſeeing them exceeding ignorant of Eterni- 
ty, and fo of their own everlaſting Happinels ; and in- 
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volved in the Spirit of the outward World, where the 
Prince of the World holds them Captive, and makes 
them Enemies to the Kingdom of Love, in which there 
is no Enmity, ene Luſt, nor Deceit, nor 
any ſuch Thing as thoſe are, which in the World are 
moſt courted and admired. After this alſo, the Soul 
begins to diſcover the evil Properties and Habits of 
Mens Spirits, very much portrayed in their Faces, diſ- 
covering in their very Aſpects and Signatures, thoſe 
beſtial and deviliſh Paſſions by which they are ſwayed 
and captivated within, ſo that the Eye many Times 
affects the Heart with Grief, in viewing the ſad Eſtate 
of Souls eftranged from the Life of Innocency and 
pure Virginity, and impriſoned in the dark Chains of 
corrupt Fleſh and Blood. Here likewiſe the Soul is 
_ exceeding, paſſive, and much comprehended in deep 
abſtract Silence, by which it much enjoys unutterable 
Pleaſures and Guſts from the inward Ground of Eter- 
nity, having much Senſe of the Nearneſs of that King- 
dom, where the angelical Thrones ſing Hallelujahs, 
and ſport themſelves in the innocent Delights of their 
eternal Spheres and luminous Manſions. And as the 
Soul paſſeth from the firſt Manſion towards the ſecond 
and third, Jeſus e of Nazareth (in his glorified Hu- 
manity) begins to give great Demonſtrations of his 
Preſence ; and to viſit the inward Man with frequent 
and very great Impreſſions ; ſo that it cannot doubt 
but that He is ſometimes perſonally preſent, infuſing 
the Tincture of his glorified Body into the Heart, which 
is ſweeter than Honey, and burns like Oil and Fire 
mixed together. And truly this Diſpenſation is exceed- 
ing comfortable and very weighty ; for the Diſcovery 
of Chriſt's Preſence ſometimes ſwallows up the Soul 
into unſpeakable Joy, being transfuſed with the Breath 
of his Mouth which is moſt odoriferous; and quicken- 
ed by the Touch of his Body, which is moſt delight- 
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ful; and pierced through with the Sound of his Voice, 

which is moſt harmonious and powerful; cayſing the 

Soul deeply to admire the Grace of Gop, and to cry 
out with Thomas, my Logp, and my Gop. In this Dij- 
penſation Chriſt ſhews very powerfully the Neceſſity of his 
Mediation, as God-Man; and that whatever we receive 
is through Him, who ſtanding in the deepeſt Union with 
the Father, conveys all Light, Life, and Love from Him- 
ſelf, into us, who at the Time of the Reſtitution of all 
Things, Acts iii. 21. will again breathe the Holy Ghoſt on 
his choſen Veſſels, of which thoſe in the primitives Time re- 
ceived the firſt Fruits. He alſo reveals in this State how 
the Myſtery of Iniquity (even the Spirit of Anti-Chrift) 
works in moſt Sects of Chriſtians ; carrying them ei- 
ther to deny or flight the great Myſtery of his Media- 
tory Office : Or by Miſconceptions, to cry up his Blood. 
and Merits, to the Prejudice of Mortification, Self- 
denial, and the imitating of his moſt innocent Life, 
as our Pattern to walk by in this World. Moreover in 
this Diſpenſation, the Soul enjoys very great Openings 
of Eternity in the Heart, which are different from Open- 
ings in the Head, where the inward Senſes of Hear- 
ing and Seeing are reſident ; for whatever in a Divine 
Sight (Eternity opening in the Head) we clearly and 
diſtinctly view and behold the ſame (in a Heart-open- 
ing) we really feel and handle in a ſpiritual Way ; for 
in it we come experimentally to know and perceive the 
Motions and adminiſtring Influences of Angels, the 
Virtue and Efficacy of Chriſt's univerſal and particular 
Body : The Harmony, Love, and Enjoyments of the 
Spirits of juſt Men made perfect; with much of the 
Glory and Majeſty of that Kingdom prepared for us, 
from the Beginning of the World, into which none can 
enter, but thoſe who have / forſaken all for Chriſt, and 
have diveſted themſelves of all the Veſtments of Cor- 
ruption, and have put on the Robe of Innocency, 
which is the Garment of true Virginity, in which they 
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will not be aſhamed to ſtand before the Son of Man, 
in his Kingdom, 


Then be ye wiſe immortal Sparks of Fire, 
And ſtrive to get you Garments of pure Light , 
In which you may from mortal Dregs retire 
Into that Glory, where's no Spot of Night. 
O do but weigh how ſwiftly Time goes by, 
And how all earthly Pleaſures riſe and fall ; 
As ſoon as they a Being have, they die, 
And nothing can their haſty Foy recall. 
But when the outward Garment is withdrawn, 
Eternity preſents its conſtant Face, 
In which all Actions clearly will be ſhown, 
Which ever have been wrought in Time's ſhort Race, 
But ſuch alone can there poſſeſſed be 
Of Happineſs, that have been born again: 
Others will feel the Pangs of Miſery, 
ho in their Wills Corruption ſtill retain. 
Then die to Sin, while on the Earth you live; 
So after Death, true Life you ſhall receive. 
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